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Chad 


Emergency Cabinet Adopts 1991 Operating Budget 
ABO110195590 Ndjamena Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 29 Sep 90 


[Minutes of 29 September emergency cabinet meeting, 
read by (Waye Timi Amsala), acting minister of infor- 
mation and civic orientation—recorded] 


[Text] An emergency cabinet meeting was held today, 
Saturday, 29 September 1990, under the chairmanship 
of His Exceilency El Haj Hissein Habre, president of the 
Republic, head of state, and chairman of the Council of 
Ministers. The agenda featured a single item— 
examination of the 1991 draft budget. The minister of 
finance and computerization, supported by the minister 
of planning and cooperation, presented a two-chapter 
draft budget: Recurrent Budg -tary Estimates and Devel- 
opment Budgetary Estimates. 


After an in-depth analysis based on the previous accounting 
period and taking into account the nation’s economic situ- 
ation and the international environment, the cabinet passed 
a bill on the 1991 general operating budget totalling 
139,710,565,000 CFA francs, which breaks down as follows: 
recurrent expenditures—43,853,567,000 CFA francs; 
equipment, investment, and capital expenditures— 
96,858,999,000 CFA francs. [all figures as heard] The 
finance bill will be tabled before the Natioal Assembly in 
accordance with the Constitution of the Republic. 


The president of the Republic seized the opportunity to 
once more recall the key role of the public service in the 
development of a country like ours. A relentless war 
must be waged against inefficiency, complacency, and 
the mismanagement of our scarce resources. To this end, 
he continued, heads of ministerial departments and of 
the various administrative units must redouble their 
efforts in order to fully assume their responsiblities and 
performe their duties. 


The cabinet meeting, which began at 1030 local time, 
ended at 1415 local time. 


Congo 


‘Sources’ Say President May Quit PCT Leadership 


AB3009223890 Paris AFP in English 2044 GMT 
30 Sep 90 


[Excerpts] Brazzaville, Sep 30 (AFP)}—Multi-party poli- 
tics have been legalised in Congo with immediate effect, 
the central committee of the ruling Congolese Workers 
Party decided Sunday [30 Sep] at a special meeting. 
[passage omitted] 
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Informed sources meanwhile said that Gen. Sassou- 
Nguesso might in January quit as head of the Congolese 
Workers Party [PCT] in order to place himself “‘above” 
the political parties. 


A transition government with a prime minister at its head 
will be named in January 1991. The national commission 
will consider the drawing up of a new draft constitution and 
a law defining the legal existence of political parties and 
democratic freedoms. The national conference would deter- 
mine when legislative elections are held. 


Sources close to the Central Committee said that such 
elections could take place after the national conference. 
However, there will not be a presidential election until 
the current term of Gen. Sassou-Nguesso expires in 
1994, the sources said. 


On the economic front, the party meeting also decided to 
unfreeze workers’ promotions, which had been kept at 
their 1985 level, and to reopen negotiations on wages 
and conditions for private and public sector workers. 


In a closing speech to the Central Committee, the pres- 
ident said that this was a time for “concertation”’. 


He stressed the need for a “climate of peace, cohesion and 
maturity” among the population, and warned that “nothing 
can justify any adventurism whatsoever.” [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Socialist Party Head To Run For President 
ABO110094290 Paris AFP in English 1412 GMT 30 Sep 90 


[Text] Libreville, Sept 30 (AFP}—The head of Zaire’s 
opposition African Socialist Party, Jibi Ngoyi, became on 
Sunday [30 Sep] the fourth official candidate for a presiden- 
tial election scheduled in Zaire in 1991. Announcing his 
candidacy in the Gabonese capital of Libreville, Dr. Ngoyi, 
a medical doctor, said: “We intend to fight against poverty, 
inequality, nepotism and iribalism.” 


He told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE in an interview 
that his party, formed 10 years ago in Belgium, had 
operated underground until the beginning of this year. 


President Mobutu Sese Seko announced a series of 
reforms in April including the right to form political 
parties and trade unions. 


The following month he announced an end to internal 
banishment and incommunicado detention, and the 
release of all uncharged political prisoners. 


Others who have announced their candidacy in the 1991 
election are President Mobutu, former foreign minister 
Nguz A Karl-I-Bond, and Etienne Tshisekedi, leader of the 
Opposition Union for Democracy and Social Progress. 
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Djibouti 


Djibouti Youth Movement Claims Grenade Attack 


AB0210090490 Paris AFP in English 0716 GMT 
2 Oct 90 


[Text] Djibouti, Oct 2 (AFP)}—Pro-Iraqi threats of ter- 
rorist attacks were sent to France, the United States and 
Britain ahead of a grenade bombing of a cafe here last 
Thursday [27 Sep] in which one French person was killed 
and 17 others wounded, a Djibouti Government source 
said Tuesday. 


A letter sent to the French and U.S. Embassies here on 


September 12 last threatened action “as soon as your 
forthcoming aggression against the brother people of 
Iraq begins.” 


The letter added: “We shall kill French, English and 
American people who find themselves isolated in Dji- 
bouti. It was signed by a “Secret committee of the 
Djiboutian Arab Youth Movement.“ 


The source meanwhile added that Thursday's grenade 
attack had been claimed in a pamphlet found in a taxi stolen 
by the four assailants. The pamphlet said the previously 
unknown organisation Djibouti Youth Movement (MJD) 
was responsible and denounced the “corrupt regime” of 
President Hassan Gouled and its “collaborators.” 


Ethiopia 


Rebels, Government Participate in German Forum 


EA01 10190590 (Clandestine) Voice of Oromo 
Liberation in Oromo 1500 GMT 29 Sep 90 


{Text} A conference which focused on the problems of 
the Horn of Africa has been held in the town of (Mel- 
boun), West Germany. The conference was held by the 
Ethiopian Government and organizations which oppose 
it and are concerned with questions of democracy and 
independence in Ethiopia. The Oromo Liberation Front 
[OLF] was one of the participating organizations. Com- 
rade (Dima Nego), OLF Political Bureau member, rep- 
resented the organization and he explained the stance of 
the OLF to the participants of the conference. 


Though the conference was called under the title of the 
problems of the Horn of Africa, its main deliberations 
focused on the Ethiopian empire, it has been learned. 
Recalling the disasters of war and famine that affected 
the Ethiopian empire in the past and more such prob- 
lems are still to come in the future, Comrade Dima 
revealed the root causes of the problems to the confer- 
ence, in which the representatives of countries, various 
groups and different experts participated. After 
expounding on all the problems, he went on to explain 
the OLF’s proposed solution to halt the war and famine. 
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The conference was held for 16 hours and representa- 
tives of the Dergue Government as well as various 
Ethiopian o: ganizations took part in it. 


EPDM Leader Tamrat on Concept of Democracy 


EA2809 110090 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian 
People for Peace, Democracy and Freedom in Amharic 
1900 GMT 24 Sep 90 


{Part Five (as received) of interview with Tamrat Layne, 
secretary general of the Ethiopian People’s Democratic 
Movement, EPDM, and member of the executive com- 
mittee of the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front, EPRDF, by unidentified reporter; date, 
place not given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Reporter] Comrade Tamrat, the question of 
democracy is one of the major issues that is currently 
discussed. Other issues being raised alongside the ques- 
tion of democracy include multiparty versus single party 
democracy. It is clear that there are claims that the 
EPRDF is undemocratic and dictatorial. What are the 
views of the EPRDF on democracy and how does it 
consider these issues? 


[Tamrat] [passage omitted] Various views are attributed 
to the EPRDF regarding democracy. Most of these views 
come from the Ethiopian Democratic Union [EDU], the 
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party [EPRP], the 
Ethiopian People’s Democratic Alliance [EPDA], and 
the All-Ethiopia Socialist Movement [MEISON]. These 
forces say that the democracy they themselves believe in 
is the democracy of (?multi-parties), that is, that there 
should be several parties instead of a single party, and 
that those parties should (?compete) at a given time, say, 
every four or five years with the winner coming to power. 
This is the system they propose. With this in view, the 
EPRDF [words indistinct]. 


They say that the EPR DF wants one party whereas we 
suggest multipartyism; \hat the EPRDF wants to be like 
the Workers Party of Ethiopia or like Albania [word 
indistinct}, whereas we call for the formation of many 
parties and wider democracy. They want one party 
[words indistinct] allow all forces who want multipar- 
tyism to organize in parties, thereby [word indistinct] to 
destroy democracy. For those groups democracy means a 
system in which many forces organize and work. In their 
view, if this is not the case there is no democyacy or 
democracy is suppressed. They believe democracy 
cannot be asserted in any other way. 


The main point over which our view on democracy 
differs from theirs, however, is noi that. Our difference 
does not lie in whether there should be multiparties or a 
single party. It is not a question of the number of parties 
because the EPRDF [words indistinct]. As is declared in 
its party program officially announced to the broad 
masses, the EPRDF’s stand on democracy is that the 
broad masses should enjoy unlimited democratic rights. 
In accordance with this belief, the people can organize 
themselves without restrictions and this right should be 
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asserted. In this regard, the broad masses should be able 
to organize associations or political parties. Those who 
want to organize themselves under one party can do so, 
and at the same time those who believe in many parties 
should be able to do that. No restrictions or limitation 
should be imposed on the broad masses in this matter. 
No one should restrict or limit their rights [words 
indistinct]. And if we consider the issue of how many 
parties should be formed in the country according to 
these rights, [words indistinct] should be based on the 
organizational wishes of the broad masses and deter- 
mined by the desire and ability to organize. 


There can be no denying that it is legitimate and valid to 
raise the question of the number of parties. Our differ- 
ence with EDU, EPRP and the rest on democracy is 
(?not over the number of parties). Our main difference 
lies in other basic views behind this [words indistinct]. 
Democracy for whom: Democracy for what purpose? 
Whose interest does democracy serve, or should it serve? 
This is the issue of divergence. In addition, the main 
difference also lies in whether it should be [word indis- 
tinct] popular demucracy or democracy for the few or th 
ruling class. Since democracy deals with (?government 
authority), should the government authority be deter- 
mined by the broad masses or should it be decided by the 
few who are organized in parties or outside parties? 
Whose interest should the democratic rights [words 
indistinct] governmental and other decisions serve? 
Should they serve the interest of the masses or the few in 
the ruling class ? 


The EPRDF'’s belief is that democracy cannot equally 
serve the interests of the ruling class and the masses, for 
the oppressors and the oppressed [words indistinct]. 
(?Government power) should be for the people and if 
power is for the people, a popular government should be 
estadlished. [passage omitted] 


In our view, democracy should not be a (?process) 
whereby the people go for elections once in four or five 
years and are then excluded from the day-to-day admin- 
istrative process of the country the rest of the time. The 
people should not be told that once they have voted, the 
rest of the work should be done by the elected. This is 
[words indistinct]. Democracy should be the means by 
which the people's authority is decisive. Popular power 
of derision does not mean holding elections once in four 
or five years or adopting a constitution. Although these 
are basic and necessary things, the people should be 
actively involved in decision making from the grass roots 
level to the highest office, at the national level. The 
people should elect their leaders whenever necessary, 
and not just once in four or five years. 


The people should also be able to depose their leaders 
whenever they want, and participate directly in deciding 
any national issue. They should also ensure that their 
interests are well served by directly participating in the 
country’s socioeconomic activity and deciding on issues 
otherwise power will be left for a few parties without 
popular support. It will be a democracy in which a few 
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people decide for the people because they consider the 
people ignorant. It will be a democracy in which these few 
safeguard their own interests. It will be a democracy in 
which these few select themselves and share power among 
themselves. It will be a matter of selecting a preferred ruler 
from the ruling class. This will be a democracy for the few. 
On the other hand, if decision making lies in the hands of 
the masses, and if the rights are the nghts of the masses, 
popular decision will be asserted whether there are many 
Parties or not. [passage omitted] 


The other characteristic of the popular democracy we want 
is based on mobilization and participation of millions of 
people. Popular activities should begin fromm the grass 
roots and reach up to the highest national authority, 
whereby the people run, control, and decide the day-to-day 
activities of the government. [passage omitted] 


The EDU, the EPRP, MEISON and the rest believe that 
that all parties will have equal rights, and tat the oppres- 
sors can coexist with the oppressed in their view of 
democracy. [passage omitted including indistinct passage] 


Kenya 


Assembly Speake Warns Bishops on ‘Campaign’ 


EA0110185790 Nairobi KNA in English 0915 GMT 
30 Sep 90 


[Excerpts] Eldoret, Sept 30, KNA—The speaker of the 
National Assembly, Mr. Moses arap Keino, yesterday 
called on Christians in the country “to protect the church 
of Christ from a few church leaders who [are] using the 
pulpit to foment chaos and incite wananchi [citizens] 
against the government.” Mr. Keino said some Anglican 
bishops now in the forefront of a campaign against the 
Nyayo [Footsteps philosophy] government “were being 
guided by the devil” but warned that they would be dealt 
with strongly by the government. Said the speaker, 
“nowhere in the Bible is it stated that the church must 
orchestrate a revolution and wondered why some mem- 
bers of the clergy were now engaged in activities aimed at 
destabilising the government. [no closing quoie as 
received] He said the Nyayo philosophy was based on 
Biblical principles since the president was a God-fearing 
man and without reservations called for the anti- 
government clergy to be removed from their posts by 
their faithfuls. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Keino attacked individuals who ‘ooted government 
coffers and built storeyed buildings in Nairobi while in 
public offices and were now teaming up with lawyers and 
clergymen in unpairiotic manoeuvres to destabilise the 
state. He blasted thoce calling for the dissolution of Par- 
liament and described them as daydreamers, saying par- 
liamentarians would protect and safeguard the interests of 
the Kenyan populace and could not therefore succumb to 
the wishes of a few power-hungry individuals. 


The speaker cundemned two Anglican bishops who were 
reported to have incited Nairobi University students tu 
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go on rampage last week and said they were a sheep in 
wolves clothing who must not be associated with the 
church at all and called for the authorities to take 
stringent measure to check their activities. 


Government Bans NAIROBI LAW MONTHLY 


EA2809221090 Nairobi Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 28 Sep 90 


[Text] The government has banned the publications of 
all past, present, and future issues of the NAIROBI LAW 
MONTHLY magazine. The ban takes effect immedi- 
ately. The ban order was contained in a special issue of 
the Kenya Gazette Supplement Number 65, dated 28 
September 1990 and signed by the attorney gencral, Mr. 
Matthew Guy Muli. The NAIROBI LAW MONTHLY 
magazine was edited by a lawyer-cum-journalist, Mr. 
Gitobu Imanyara. 


Uganda 


30 Soidiers Arrested for Killings in Soroti 


EA011/165190 Nairobi KNA in English 1334 GMT 
1 Oct ©0 


[Text] Kampala, | October (UNA/PANA)—Thirty officers 
and men of Uganda’s National Resistance Army (NRA) 
have been arrested in connection with the killing cf over 60 
civilians in Soroti District (360 kia north-east of Kampala), 
the minister of state in the Office of the President, Ateker 
Ejalu, told a special conference in Kampala. 


He was talking over the weekend at a conference of Iteso 
parliamentarians, opinion leaders and Iteso residents in 
Kampala and Entebbe. [as received] The conference was 
convened to appeal to the Iteso ethnic group, in whose area 
recent rebel activity of the Uganda People’s Army/Front 
(UPA/F) had escalated, to join hands in reconciliation, 
development and to foster ways of ending the insurgency. 
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Ejalu decried the killing of 17 people by the army at Temele 
swamp (four kilomtres out of Soroti town) on !5th Sep- 
tember and another incident where 18 people were herded 
into huts and burnt to death in Kasilo Cornty. 


He was optimistic, he said, that the government and the 
UPA/F rebels would soon reach positive and balanced 
understanding. 


The minister said he was in close contact with the 
UPA/SF rebel leader, the former minister of state for 
defence in Milton Obote’s second regime, Peter Otai; 
former minister of state for internal affairs [in 1980], 
Colonel William Omaria; and former commander of 
Anti-Banditry Brigade, Lieutenant-Col »nel John Ogole. 


But, he added, Otai had at times refused to meet the 
government peace team, saying that he did not trust the 
National Resistance Movement (NRM) government. 


The minister called for closer relationship between the 
Resistance Councils (RC) and the NRA in the area but 
was perturbed by the arrival of rebels from neighbouring 
districts, thereby prolonging both the rebellion and NRA 
indiscipline which escalated it. 


The Soroti District administrator, Tom Apila recom- 
mended the removal of the notorious 306 Brigade in 
Soroti as soon as possible. He said since August, the 
brigade was responsible for attacks on the population in 
the district. 


Reportage on Museveni’s Visit to London 
WA0110193790 


For coverage on the visit by President Yoweri Museveni 
to the United Kingdom, including reports on his speech 
at the Royal Institute of Internationa: Affairs, see the 
United Kingdom section of the | October West Europe 
DAILY REPORT and subsequent ‘ssues. 
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Details on De Klerk European Visit Announced 


MB0 116144490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1429 GMT 1! Oct 90 


[Text] London Oct | SAPA—Bnritish Premier Margaret 
Thatcher will be brought up to date on the latest devel- 
opments in South Africa by President F.W. de Klerk at 
their third official meeting in 15 months in England on 
October 14. 


While declining to officially confirm the date of their 
talks and luncheon appointment at Mrs. Thatcher's 
country residence, Chequers, Downing Street spokesmen 
said the meeting was “quite likely.” 


It was understood in London Mr. de Klerk, probably 
accompanied by Foreign Minister Pik Botha, was 
making a “transit stop” in London en route to another 
destination. A spokesman for the South African 
Embassy in the Hague, the Netherlands, confirmed Mr. 
de Klerk and Mr. Botha were to call on the Dutch 
Government and Queen Beatrix on October 23-25. 


In Pretoria, Mr. Botha responded to media inquires 
with a statement that a number of “lying [as received] 
visits” to certain European countries were planned for 
Mr. de Klerk in October. 


“A meeting with Mrs. Thatcher is planned during one of 
these visits,” he added, indicating a number of separate 
trips from South Africa, and not a round trip, were in the 
pipeline. Mr. de Klerk, who had a first official meeting 
with Mrs. Thatcher in June last year, when still only 
leader of the National Party and president-elect, met her 
again in May this year during a three-week tour of nine 
European states. 


The visits to France, Greece, Switzerland, Spain, Portu- 
gual, Germany, Italy, Belgium and Britain, were hailed 
as a diplomatic breakthrough in efforts to break South 
Africa’s international isolation. 


Besides visits to a number of African stuites, Mr. de Klerk 
followed this up last week with a successful visit to 
Washington for talks with U.S. President George Bush 
and congressional leaders. 


Mr. de Klerk’s visit to the Netherlands was tentatively 
on the schedule for his European tour in May this year 
but was postponed at the request of the Dutch Govera- 
ment, which felt at the time the political climate was not 
quite right yet. 


A possibility that a number of Eastern European coun- 
tries, notably Hungary, which has strongly encouraged 
trade ties with South Africa in recent months, could be 
on Mr. de Klerk’s schedule for October, has not been 
excluded. According to Mr. Pik Botha, details of Mr. de 
Klerk’s visits would be made known ir due course. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 5 


Government Considering ANC Meeting Request 


MB0210080190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0754 GMT 2 Oct 90 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 2 SAPA—Government was still 
“considering” a request from the ANC [African Nat onal 
Congress] for a top-level meeting this week before ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela leaves on a foreign visit at the 
weekend, an official spokesman reiterated on Tuesday [2 
Oct] morning. 


This came amid reports that government did not con- 
sider such a meeting “worthwhile” and that it thought it 
would be “too early to hold a summit” because working 
groups had not made sufficient progress to warrart a 
third summit. 


ANC spokesperson Gill Marcus said on Monday the ANC 
had requested the meeting because the securty and unrest 
situation in the country warranted a meeting at the highest 
level. The meeting would have to held before Mr. Mandela 
left on a foreign visit at the weekend, she said. 


Buthelezi Declines Meeting With Homeland Leaders 


MB0210084290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0839 GMT 2 Oct 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct 2 SAPA—Inkatha and kwa- 
Zulu leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi has declined an invi- 
tation to attend an ANC-convened meeting of non- 
independent homeland leaders on Friday [5 Oct] at ANC 
deputy president Nelson Mandela's Soweto home, the 
ANC announced on Tuesday [2 Oct] morning. The 
decision to hold the meeting was taken at a recent 
meeting of the ANC national executive committee. 


Observers immediately welcomed the ANC announce- 
ment as it would have been the first face-to-face meeting 
between Mr. Buthelezi and Mr. Mandela since the ANC 
leader's release from prison in February. 


The meeting would also have given them an opportunity to 
discuss the recent wave of violence in Witwatersrand town- 
ships which has left more than 700 people dead, mainly as a 
result of fighting between ANC and Inkatha supporters. 


Mr. Buthelezi acknowledged the invitation at the time, 
but expressed reservations that he had been invited in 
his capacity as chief minister of kwaZulu, and not as 
president of the Inkatha Freedom Party. 


An ANC delegation, led by Mr. Mandela, will however 
be mezting on Friday morning with Mr. Enos Mabuza of 
Kangwane, Prince S. Mahlangu of kwaNdebele, Mr. 
Nelson Ramodike of Lebowa, Prof. Hudson Ntsanwisi 
of Gazankulu, and Dr. T. Mopeli of QwaQwa. 


Inkatha spokesman in Johannesburg, Ms. Susanne Vos, 
said Mr. Buthelezi was unavailable for comment on 
Tuesday as he was in Geneva, Switzerland, attending the 
World Economic Forum conference on southern Africa. 
She referred SAPA to Dr. Frank Mdlalose, Inkatha 
Freedom Party national chairman in Ulundi, kwaZulu. 
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According to his spokesman, Dr. Mdlalose would not be 
at hir office on Tuesday, and only available for comment 
on Wednesday. 


In Johannesburg, ANC spokesman Mr. Abba Omar 
commented: “The ANC would have preferred if Mr. 
Buthelezi wuuld have attended the consultative meeting 
on Friday. However”, he added, “the ANC feels the 
peace initiatives that we have begun on the ground, and 
which involve Inkatha members, will continue.” 


Mandela Says Government ‘Paralyzed’ Over Violence 
MB3010124690 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 30 Sep 90 p 7 


[Interview with ANC Deputy President Nelson Mandela 
by correspondent Brendan Seery in Johannesburg; date 
not given: “Our Patience Will Not Last Forever’’] 


[Text] The Government has been “paralysed” in dealing 
with violence because President F.W. de Klerk is being 
“misled by very important figures in the security estab- 
lishrrent” who are involved in fanning the flames of 
conflict, claims Nelson Mandela. 


In an interview in his office at ANC [African Nationa! 
Congress] headquarters in Johannesburg, tough-talking 
Mr. Mandela warned President de Klerk that the ANC 
did not have “everlasting patience.” 


He added: “We are not going to accept the situation 
whereby the suspension of armed action on our part is 
going to be exploited by elements within the security 
establishment for the purpose of killing our peeple and 
destabilising the peace process. 


“The failure of the Government to find the sou ce of the 
violence gives us the impression they are conn: /ing with 
this, even though [I don't think the State f'resident 
himself is part and parcel of this conniving. 


Asked whether he thought Mr. de Klerk was being mislei! 
by members of his Cabinet and if there was evidence sf 
opposition to the peace process in the top levels of 
government, Mr. Mandela refused to be drawn. 


“I would not like to express an opinion on that matter 
without clear evidence. Obviously the Government 
keeps their differences to themselves. 


“They won't share such information with political oppo- 
nenis even though they are all discussing the peace process.” 


He said he doubted whether Mr. de Klerk’s visit to 
Washington would make much difference. 


“I don’t think that the mere pat on the back he got from 
President Bush is going to influence him in trying to end 
this violence.” 


Mr. Mandela claimed also that the ANC had correctly 
predicted there would be a significant decline in violence 
when Mr. ce Klerk was in the U.S. and that the killings 


FBIS-AFR-90-191 
2 October 1990 


would flare up again once he had returned. There was 
clear evidence the violence was starting again, he said. 


The ANC leader said the conflict was no longer one between 
black and black or one between members of certain tribes, 
but was being orchestrated by a “third force.” 


The ANC believes strongly that these “highly-trained 
death squads” were being organised by “the security 
establishment,” said Mr. Mandela. 


He dismissed with scorn suggestions by Law and Order 
Minister Adrian Viok that dissident or radical elements 
within ANC ranks could be behind the killing. 


“That is just a politician who is talking far away from 
us,” he said, calling on Mr. Viok to explain, for example, 
why security forces had taken no action even though they 
were warned in advance of the July attacks in Sebokeng 


“That can only be explained purely on the basis that the 
Government has either lost control of the police force or 
that the police force is doing what the Government wants.” 


Mr. Mandela also rejected a suggestion by IDASA [Insti- 
tute for a Democratic Alternative for South Africa] 
chairman Frederik van Zyl Slabbert that an UNTAG 
[UN Transition Assistance Group]-type multinational 
force be deployed here to keep the peace during the 
negotiation prowess. 


“We are not an area like Nambia before independence. 
The solution here is a very simple one—for the Govern- 
ment to use its capacity to stop the violence.” 


He added: “I must make it clear also that when I say that 
the Government should use its capacity to put an end to 
this violence, I was not calling for the Iron Fist which has 
been announced. "Put simply, what I was calling for is 
that the Government should first lock into its own 
security forces and wee. out the criminal elements who 
are fuelling this violence.“ 


He said he did not believe it was necessary for the police 
to carry arms to deal with the violence. 


“I have been assured by the State President as well as by 
the police that they now have sufficient forces to deal 
with the violence. In that case there is no need whatso- 
ever for them to carry arms and to use live ammunition. 


“They can use ordinary means of control, such as water 
,ets and tear cannisters.” 


Mr. Mandela said the ANC had repeatedly asked for a 
judicial commission of inquiry into the violence, but the 
Government had not acceded to the requests. 


“The Government is afraid that if there is a judicial 
commission it will be exposed in the orchestration of this 
violence.” 
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The refusal of Mr. de Klerk and the Government was 
posing 2 “serious threat” to the peace process, but the 
ANC would “do everything in our power to see that the 
process remains on track.” 


But, he added, he had personally warned President de 
Klerk that “our patience is not unlimited.” 


“No doubt people are demanding to be armed. They say 
the Government is not protecting us and we must be 
armed. We think this is a reasonable demand.” 


Asked how he viewed the possibility that the PAC [Pan 
Africanist Congress] may become involved in the peace 
negotiations, Mr. Mandela preferred not to comment, 
saying he was “reluctant to express any opinion which 
might be regarded as interfering in the internal affairs of 
a political organisation or which might be interpreted as 
a criticism of them.” 


However, he noted: “The ANC and the Government are 
the main actors, but we are not the only ones and it is 
proper for us to involve everybody in the negotiation 
process, without exception.” 


Youths ‘Unhappy’ With ANC Negotiations Stance 


MBO0110132090 London BBC World Service in English 
0635 GMT 1 Oct 90 


[Fro . the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] The ANC’s [African National Congress] decision 
to suspend the armed struggle that came early in August 
of this year has not proved to be popular with all of its 
supporters, especially in view of the recent township 
violence there and it has mainly been the so-called 
radical township youths who have been unhappy with 


the policy change. 


Well, in ar effort to try and convince them, the ANC has 
decided to mount a series of nationwide meetings orga- 
nized by their youth wing, the South African Youth 
Congress (SAYCO). The first one started this past 
weekend [words indistinct] in Soweto and Julian 
Boudger went along for Network Africa. 


[Begin recording] [Boudger] Whatever changes the ANC’s 
policies have gone through, the old songs of the struggle 
remain as popular as ever with its young supporters. They 
have been (?:ts) rallying cry in the townships for many years 
and remain common ground, even though many of the 
township youths, the so-called comrades, are still bewil- 
dered by recent decisions to negotiate with the government 
and suspend the armed struggle. 


The concerns have grown and the death toll has risen from 
the latest outbreak of violence in the townships. SAYCO 
Organizer Sebe Potgieter explains some of the fears: 


[Potgieter] Negotiations and the new terrain that we 
have entered into after 2 February have caught most 
people unaware. I think that the youth in particular- 
...[ pauses} it forced us to review our tactics, in that very 
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often it is difficult to adapt to new tactics, bu I think 
that the [words indistinct] that it has caught people a bit 
off guard. What people are asking and it's a lot of [word 
indistinct] especially from the youth (?and) the ANC that 
[two-second break in transmission] armed struggle has 
been s spended and [words indistinct] to defend our- 
selves because if you look at the extent of the violence, 
700 people within a space of less than two 
months...[pauses] then people are saying that at the 
moment we ure not effectively being defended. 


[Boudger] The meeting was addressed by ANC Secretary 
General Alfred Nzo who told the delegates that negotia- 
tions represented what he called the last mile of the 
struggle, a way of reaping what the ANC had been sowing 
all along. The secretary general's speech was not on ‘he 
agenda and he said he had just popped in out of curiosity 
but his unscheduled appearance may weil reflect the 
importance with which the leadership views its support 
among the young. Mr. Nzo, however, was quick to deny 
that the ANC’s change in policies had caused any disil- 
lusion in the ranks. 


[Nzo] In the process of our [words indistinct] certain 
questions become unclear to people who are not 
involved in particular discussions at a particular time 
and that unclarity might lead to a great [words indistinct] 
understanding as to actually what is happening. It 
becomes important, therefore, to give the opportunity to 
various people to ask questions so that they understand 
but now the youth becomes important also because if 
they misunderstand, then they can be easily tricked into 
taking positions that cannot be considered appropriate 
for the negotiating [word indistinct] there is no disillu- 
sionment at all. 


[Boudger] While the ANC vigorously denies that the 
shift toward negotiations has caused a rift, it has gone all 
out to at least explain what the leadership is doing to 
avoid any suggestion thot deals are being struck behind 
the backs of i's supporters. This al! day meeting will be 
followed by others around the country over the next two 
weeks with the emphasis on townships affected by the 
violence. The leadership certainly hopes that the vir- 
lence has now burned itself out once and for all before ii 
puts still more pressure on its already strange relations 
with the comrades. fend recording] 


ANC Announces ‘Major’ White Recruitment Drive 


MB3010130990 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 30 Sep 90 p 2 


[Report by political correspondent Norman West: “ANC 
Ready To Throw Down Gauntlet”) 


[Excerpt] A major recruitment drive among w. ites was 
unveiled at the ANC’s [African National Congress] his- 
toric first Western Cape regional congress since its 
unbanning in Cape Town. 


4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


The Western Cape's chief co-ordinator of the ANC and 
executive member of the SACP [South African Commu- 
nist Party], Reggie September, who recently returned 
from 27 years in exile, told the 500 delegates repre- 
senting about 100 ANC branches in the area that the 
white population was “not only the preserve of the 
existing white NP [National Party], DP [Democratic 
Party] and CP [Conservative Party] political parties.” 


“We shall have to challenge these parties and win the 
allegiance of people in the white community,” he said. 


The ANC was moving from the “politics of protest to the 
politics of challenge for power.” 


The tone of Mr. September's speech indicated that the 
ANC was about to throw down the gauntlet to the NP 
and try to block ts atternpts to form alliances with black 
and coloured political and civic groups. 


Mr. September said that, in the process of opening their 
ranks to blacks, the NP would no doubt “be looking to 
converts among the Labour Party and coloured manage- 
ment committees. 


“We need to take positive steps to counter these 
moves—and ensure that the NP ideology and deception 
is totaily unwelcome within our communities by 
ensuring strong ANC leadership and organisation in 
these areas.” 


Mr. September encouraged ANC members to participate 
in Civic scructures to attain the goal of “One City, One 
Council.” 


He strongly denied any form of religious intolerance, saying 
that “the Church, the Mosque and the Synagogue” played 
an important role in the life of the community. The defence 
of freedom of religion was “crucial.” 


Treasurer-general Thomas Nkobi alss said the ANC 
remained committed to a Constituent Assembly and 
“the peaceful transfer of power.” 


He assured the delegates that “the pooric’s flag will be 
flying over the Union Buildings and Parliament much 
sooner (than is thought).” 


The ANC in the Western Cape was planning a campaign to 
recruit a million members before the national congress in 
Johannesburg in December, at a date to be announced. 


On the ANC’s commitment to a Constituent Assembly, 
Mr. Nkobi urged the stepping up of a campaign for an 
interim government 


“We cannot allow the Government to be a player in the 
negotiations process and be the referee,” he said. 


“That is why we must push for an interim government to 
oversee the peaceful transition of power. 


“In the elections for a Constituent Assembly, all parties 
will have the opportunity to air their views.” 
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Both Mr. September and Mr. Nkobi were critical of “’Oper- 
ation Iron Fist”, saying that the sole purpose of the security 
operation was aimed at “the controlling of the movement of 
black people—not at finding the perpetrators of the vio- 
lence, but to strip blacks of their basic civil liberties.” 


He also said the continued detention of Mac Maharaj, 
who holds dual ANC and SAPC executive positions, 
coupled with the detention of others activists “is another 
obstacle the Government is placing in our path.” 


He accused the Government of having a “double agenda.” 


One, he said, was © negotiate with the ANC for the 
purpose of responding to international pressure and the 
other was to promote nationwide violence in order io 
weaken the ANC. 


The names of the 10 Western Cape regional Exco [Exec- 
utive Committee} members, the first to be elected at an 
ANC conference and who will replace the nominated 
interim committee, will be announced this afternoon. 
[passage ommitted] 


ANC Reportedly ‘Desperate’ To Lift Sanctions 


MB3010132190 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 30 Sep 90 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Dries van Heerden and Lester Venter: “Sanc- 
tions: ANC U-Turn"] 


[Text] The ANC [African Naticnal Congress] is poised to 
call for the lifting of sanctions amid mounting pressure from 
trade unions over horrifying levels of unemployment. 


The way could be eased for the ANC to dump one of its 
most controversial and damaging policies by dramatic 
concessions from the Government—including the early 
suspension of the Population Registration Act. 


Top ANC sources said this week that the organisation's 
official position remained pro-sanctions. 


But senior ANC men have already opened discussions 
with foreign businessmen about investing in South 
Africa after sanctions are lifted—which could be soon. 


Other sources indicated the ANC is desperate to find an 
excuse to dum? sanctions because of soaring unemploy- 
ment aid grow 1g union pressures. 


Latest statistics disclosed in BUSINESS TIMES today 
indicate 250,000 jobs in the formal sector have been lo: 
in the last 15 years. 


Only 1.2-million jobs were created during this period for 
4.7- million new work-seekers. Unemployment in the 
potential workforce is now 41 percent. 


Thabo Mbeki, the ANC’s director of External Affairs, 
conceded this week that his organisation had already 
started negotiating with foreign governments and major 
international companies about ending the sanctions and 
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distnvestment campaign and re-investing in South 
Africa once the negotiation process was completed. 


“We appreciate that major economic decisions cannot 
be made overnight,” he said. 


“Top companies will have to plan in advance for such an 
eventuality—sometimes up to 18 months ahead.” 


However, he said the ANC was not yet in a position to 
call for the lifting of sanctions or an end to disinvest- 
ment. “We do not yet believe the process of change is 
irreversible—in spite of President de Klerk's state- 
ments,” he said. “It may be true that he and his Gov- 
ernment may be ‘irreversibly’ committed to reform, but 
there are a number of things that still have to be done 
before the process becomes irreversible.” 


A member of the ANC’s National Executive, Aziz 
Pahad, confirmed that “a series of discussions have 
taken place between ANC delegations and foreign gov- 
ernments and business.” 


Mr. Pahad said the ANC was seriously concerned about 
the state of the economy and rising unemployment. 


“We have never seen sanctions as a weapon to destroy 
the economy—but rather as a means to pressure the 
Government to change its course,” he said. 


According to Mr. Pahad the ANC had recent discussions 
with “major U.S. foundations” about investment possi- 
bilities in the “new South Africa.” 


Discussions were also conducted with the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund about a possible 
“Marshall aid plan” to help develop the region. 


“We realise that this country will need a major influx of 
foreign reserves to stimulate economic growth to provide 
for the needs of the population. 


“We hope that the time w.il arrive soon when investors 
can be encouraged to return to South Africa and South 
African trade will again be acceptable abroad.” 


Mr. Pahad said the economic needs were “one of the 
main reasons” why the negotiations should get underway 
as soon as possible. 


The most important concern now was “to get the vio- 
lence issue out of the way. The longer we delay, the 
longer it will cake to get agreement on other important 
issues,” he said. 


The timing of the call to lift sanctions has been a subject 
of intense sometimes bitter, discussion in ANC quar- 
ters—.including the National Executive Committee. 


The repeal of sanctions could well be precipitated by two 
dramatic breakthroughs in negotiations: 


Scrapping of the Population Registration Act— 
cornerstone of the constitution—BEFORE negotiations 
are completed; 
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Tentative agreement between the ANC and the Govern- 
ment over another major hurdie—choosing the partici- 
pants in the negotiations. 

High-level sources indicated this week that the Govern- 
ment may yet suspend the application of the Pcpulat on 
Registration Act even before details of a new constitu- 
tion are worked out. 


The Act classifies every South African according to race 
and is the basis of the country’s racial policies. President 
de Kierk has, up to now, insisted the Act cannot be 
scrapped until a new constitution is drafted. 


Now, however, sources indicate that the Government 
believes the Population Registration laws will be super- 
fluous once the Group Areas Act has gone. It will be kept 
only for voters’ roids in by- elections under the present 
constitution. 


The suspending of the Population Registration Act— 
together with the dumping or amending of the Group Areas 
Act and Land Act next Parliamentary session—will be 
widely hailed as proof of the “irreversibility” of change. 


The Land Act regulates the existence of the independent 
and self-governing homelands. Already negotiations 
with them are far advanced on their becoming regional 
entities—and some Government planners think an early 
and substantive alteration to the “Grand ApartherJ” Act 
may be possible. 


These moves are seen by observers in political circles as part 
of President de Klerk’s determination to keep the initiative 
and cement his intentions to create a new society. 


Substantial progress is meanwhile being made in cre- 
ating the forum in which negotiations will take place. 


The ANC wanted an elected constituent assembly to thrash 
out a new constitution. But the Government insisted on a 
conference of parties with “proven” support. 


This face-off threatened to scupper the fragile negotia- 
tion process and loomed as the next biggest obstacle once 
the release of prisoners had been completed. Now it is 
understood both parties are softening their stance—and 
both forms may take place. 


Both Government and ANC sources indicated a multi- 
party conference may firsi be held to thrash ut the 
principles on which a new constitution will be based, and 
its basic outlines. 


An elected assembly might then be called into life to 
undertake the nitty-gritty of the writing cf the constitu- 
ticn. Mr. Mbeki revealed this week the ANC was ready 
for multi-party talks to commence “as soon as possible.” 


“Every political party or group interested in attending 
should be weicome. And we mean, everybody ... the 
ANC, the Government, the PAC, the Democratic Party, 
AZAPO [Azanian People’s Organisation], Inkatha, the 
Conservatives and the Boere homelanders,” he said. 


10 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Mr. Mbeki’s remarks are a significant departure from 
previous ANC positions that elections for a constituent 
assembly should be held before the negotiating process 
starts to determine which groups and leaders should be 
represented. 


This was in direct contrast to the Government’s stated 
views that as broad a spectrum as possible should be 
present at the negotiating table. 


He said the ANC still believed an elected constituent 
assembly should eventually draw up the constitution for the 
new South Africa. However this did not preclude the 
multi-party convention from meeting “to decide on the 
framework of constitutional principles” which could form 
the basis of the negotiations. Mr. Mbeki strongly rejected 
suggestions that the ANC saw the coming negotiations as a 
mere two-party process between itself and the Government 
from which other zroups would be excluded. 


“We would want the process to start as soon as possible. 
That is why it is so important to get this problem of 
violence out of the way so that we can get down to the 
real negotiations,” he said. 


The rapid pace of negotiations and soaring unemploy- 
ment, meanwhile, is making it more difficult for the 
ANC to justify its sanctions stance. 


Two important meetings are scheduled for this week. 


This first is a “summit” between the ANC and the 
Government—requested after an emergency meeting of 
the ANC’s National Executive to discuss the Govern- 
ment’s Iron Fist response to violence. The ANC delega- 
tion will be led by its deputy president, Nelson Mandela. 


Mr. Mandela will also lead an ANC team to an historic 
first encounter with kwaZulu leader, Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. Chief Buthelezi, who is also the leader of 
Inkatha, will form part of a delegation of “homeland 
leaders” who will discuss methods to end the violence. 


Nation’s Contribution to Regional Peace Viewed 


MBO0110180090 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1555 GMT 1 Oct 90 


{Station Commentary: “Southern Africa’s Lower Con- 
flict Potential’’] 


[Text] The announcement by the South African Defense 
Force, that it is to close down a major Air Force base, 
disband several squadrons, and disband or ama/gamate 
five army units, is the latest in a series of rationalization 
measures taken by the Defense Force. 


Similar measures were taken last December, when it was 
also announced that the initial period of national service 
in South Africa was to be halved to one year. 


Then as now, the reduction in the size of the South 
African Defense Force reflects the lowering of conflict 
situations in southern Africa. 
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It is as well a signal to other countries in the subcontinent 
that it is high time that the conflicts in the region are buried. 


The lowering of conflict potential in southern Africa 
began with the signing in New York in December 1988 
of peace accords by South Africa, Angola and Cuba. The 
New York accords led to the independence of Namibia 
last March, and the phased withdrawal of Cuban troops 
from Angola—a withdrawal that is on schedule. 


The third objective, implicit in the New York accords, 
has not been achieved so far, that is an ending of the 
protracted and tragic civil war in Angola. 


In addition to her vital role in negotiating the peace 
accords, in achieving Namibian independence, and in 
reducing the size of her Defense Force, South Africa has 
also made other important contributions to lowering the 
conflict potential in the region. She has given a firm 
commitment not to deploy her Defense Force outside the 
borders of South Africa. She has given an undertaking, and 
honored that undertaking, not to give support to the 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] movement in 
Mozambique, or to UNITA [National Union For The 
Total Independence of Angola] in Angola. 


Moreover, South Africa has signed nonaggression trea- 
ties with Mozambique and Swaziland, and has an open 
invitation to all African governments to conclude similar 
nonaggression treaties. 


In support of these positive contributions, has been the 
fundamental political reforms that have taken place 
inside South Africa. All this has contributed to the 
promise of a more stable and progressive future for 
southern Africa. The people of the subcontinent now 
look to other governments to add to this promise by 
ending civil wars and other conflicts, so that together 
they can build a better southern Africa. 


Hungarian Official Urges Increased Trade Ties 


MBO0110115390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1121 GMT 1! October 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Oct | SAPA—Increased trade rela- 
tions with Hungary could benefit South Africa by 
opening the back door to the European Community, 
according to the Hungarian state secretary for foreign 
trade, Dr Janos Martonyi. 


Interviewed by SABC [South African Broadcasting Cor- 
poration] radio news, Dr Martonyi said Hungary could 
act as a kind of back door for South African products 
into the European Community. 


South Africa and Hungary could increase their mutual 
trade links in raw materials, agriculture, the food pro- 
cessing industry and service industries, including banks, 
Dr Martonyi said, adding that Hungary also offered good 
regional investment possibilities. 
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Reserve Bank Reports on State of Economy 


MB0110201690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1934 GMT 1 Oct 90 


[Text] Johannesburg October 1 SAPA—The decline in the 
aggregate real gross domestic product of the South African 
[SA] economy in the second quarter of 1990 confirms the 
recessionary character of current economic conditions, the 
SA Reserve Bank says in its quarterly bulletin. 


The bulletin, which was released on Monday, added that 
the mild further contraction of the total real output in 
the second quarter was no longer confined primarily to 
downward adjustments of real value added in agricul- 
ture, the mineral industry or the joint primary sections. 


Instead, decreases in real production during this quarter 
were recorded in all principal sectors and sub-sectors of 
the economy, with the exception of agriculture and 
general government. The tempo of the decline in total 
real output in the second quarter, at an annualised rate of 
not quite one percent, was however, again somewhat 
lower than the in the preceding quarter, the Reserve 
Bank says. 


Evidence of the continuing mildness of the current 
cyclical downturn to mid-1990 was also provided by: 


—The behaviour of registered employment, which the 
bulletin says rose, on balance, through the first four 
quarters of the downturn; 


—The relatively modest rise in total registered unem- 
ployment; 


—Continuing low levels of registered unemployment 
among white coloured and Asian population groups; 


—The relative firmness of the volumes of wholesale and 
retail sales, and the comparatively well-maintained 
levels of new motor vehicle sales; 


—The absence of a clear upward tendency in insolven- 
cies and company liquidations since late 1988. 


Closer analysis of the economy’s behaviour in the cur- 
rent downswing to date also shows an apparently 
increased importance of structural, as against cyclical 
determinants. The Reserve Bank says certain strutural 
elements actually help to explain the relatively firmness 
of the economy in its current downswing phase. 


Commenting on inflation, the Reserve Bank says a core 
element in the South African economy currently arises 
from the largely self-perpetuating interaction of inflation 
expectations, upward nominal wage and price adjust- 
ments, and the rising real effective cost of labour in the 
present unusually turbulent labour conditions. The 
Reserve Bank notes that the quarter-to-quarter increase 
in the production price index reaccelerated from the first 
to the second quarter of 1990, and that relatively little 
further headway was made in bringing down the rates of 
the consumer price index. 
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It cautions too that the direct and indirect effects of a 
durable increase of some 40 percent in the world price of 
crude oil to approximately 25 dollars a barrel, may 
eventually raise the South African consumer price level 
by about one percent. However, the essentially once- 
and-for-all nature of the increase in the oil price is 
emphasised. 


The average annual growth rate of 23.5 percent in net 
foreign exchange turnover from the first seven months of 
1987 to the first seven months of 1990, is seen by the 
Reserve Bank to compare fairly favourably with other 
foreign exchange markets where the volume of interna- 
tional banking business is relatively small. 


The growth rate of the turnover on South Africa’s foreign 
exchange market was also six times higher than the 
expanion in the country’s foreign trade transactions. 
This performance of South African market is remarkable 
because it was achievcd in a highly regulated environ- 
ment with hardly any significant increase in interna- 
tional banking business and with restrictions placed on 
capital flows to South Africa by many other countries. 


1 Oct Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBO110115790 


[Editorial report] 


SUNDAY TIMES 


ANC Must Call for Foreign Investment—‘If Western 
pressure has helped, even a little, 1n nudging white South 
Africans to accept democratic norms, it can be equally 
effective in persuading the representatives of black 
South Africans to endorse the same norms for a future 
government,” declares a page 22 editorial in Johannes- 
burg SUNDAY TIMES in English on 30 September. 
“Wiser counsels” within the African National Congres« 
(ANC) understand that reconstruction of the post- 
apartheid economy “cannot await the measured pace of 
political negotiations—it must begin now, urgently.” 
Therefore, the lifting of sanctions and an “active, 
coherent attempt by all South Africans, including the 
ANC, to attract foreign investment is desperately 
needed.” 


SUNDAY STAR 


Reward De Klerk Reform Steps—‘‘Significant recogni- 
tion, however cautious, for the State President's reform 
programme rings clearly through President George 
Bush's endorsement of the steps taken so far as being 
irreversible,” notes Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in 
English on 30 September in a page 14 editorial. It is 
“crucial” to reward each step De Klerk takes since that 
“could propel him to move faster and more boldly,”’ Mr. 
Mandela, “in particular needs to exhibit statesmanship 
and give credit where credit is due.” 
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THE STAR 


Call for Continued SADF ‘Preparedness’— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 1 October in a 
page 14 editorial welcomes the defense cuts, saying each 
cut “helps provide for the reallocation of funds io meet 
the needs of the reform programme essential for the ‘new 
South Africa’.”” Nevertheless, THE STAR warns that the 
South African Defense Force needs to “remain fully 
modern in its arms capability and in a state of continual 
preparedness.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


DP Lacks Informed Support—Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on | October in a page 10 editorial 
declares the Democratic Party (DP) is “in a quandary” 
because its membership is “insecure, is future uncer- 
tain, and a huge burden rests on its leadership to give the 
party cohesion and direction as the National Party [NP] 
appropriaies its support base along with its policies.” 
BUSINESS DAY advises that if the DP is to “propound 
liberal principles’ and earn its place at the negotiating 
table it will have to “spell ou! to all members exactly 
what is entailed. Without eihusiastic and informed sup- 
port, it will lack the stomach to tackle either the NP or 
the ANC and will simple fade away.” 


Time To Turn ANC Elite—*President de Klerk’s accep- 
tance of the loaded phrase ‘one man, one vote’ marks the 
completion of a grand manoeuvre begun by the Afri- 
kaner elite in the early seventies when the Broederbond 
[Afrikarr brotherhood] embarked on a search for an 
alternat..e to Verwoerdian apartheid,” writes Editor 
Ken Owen in his “final” column for BUSINESS DAY on 
the same page. For “some” the “scars of the past 40 years 
are indeed so deep that we can never identify with the 
National Party. Neverthless, realism demands that we 
recognise victory when we have achieved it: the National 
Party has adopted mainstream Western liberal values 
and become part of the South African solution, rather 
than the founta:n of our sorrows.” Now it is necessary to 
“criticise the ANC (which tolerates criticism even less 
well than the Afrikaners!) and io try to bring its elite 
around the principles of a liberal society. That the ANC 
remains, only months after February 2, both confused 
and faction-ridden—a liberatory myth rather than a 
political party—is not surprising. It is better to 
encounter confusion than the deadly, self-righteous con- 
viction that, until recently, characterised both the 
socialist Left and the apartheid Right. If we shifted the 
Nats, we can surely shifi the ANC.” 


ILANGA 


Encourage Inkatha-ANC talks—Durban ILANGA in 
Zulu on 24-26 September, in a page 6 editorial says: The 
““secret” meeting between Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP), 
ANC, and Congress of South African Trade Unions 
officials seems to be “‘a step in the right direction,” even 
though “we do not know what they talked about.” “What 
we desire of all people, affected or not, is that they should 
encourage Inkatha and the ANC to come yet closer to 
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each other, so that the public does not have to bear the 
brunt of differences between them. Besides, negotiations 
on the nation’s future will not be short-circuited if these 
two organizations begin to cooperate and share views.” 
“The ANC must also stop threatening the government of 
the day that it can at any time torpedo negotiations on 
the future of this country. Let it be known that the time 
to play games is over. Should the ANC opt out of the 
negotiations, Inkatha and other organizations will not 
stop to humor it but will carry on negotiations without it. 
But this should not be allowed to happen as it will not 
auger well for the nation’s peace and prosperity.” 


* Conservatives Blame De Klerk for Violence 


90AF0712F Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in English 
24 Aug 90 p 1 


{Editorial: ““Ban the ANC! Violence Caused by Police 
and Apartheid says Mandela’’] 


[Text] The s.:angest thing about the nation’s shock at the 
unmitigated slaughter which continued unabated last 
week in Transvaal townships is that the Conservative 
Party predicted this type of internecine savagery years 
ago when the NP [National Party] government came up 
with its dream of “healthy power sharing.” 


The CP said in its brochures and nev spaper articles 
before the referendum in 1983 that to bring other racial 
groups into combined political structures with Whites 
would precipitate a never-ending struggle for power 
where Whites would be but bystanders. 


Once you have brought in both the Indians and the 
Coloureds into your Parliament, said the CP [Conserva- 
tive Party], how can you morally exclude Blacks? 


Because the National Party had reneg; d on the principle 
of self-determination for Whites, thy left themselves 
wide open to pressure from all sources, and especially 
from those Western governments which have been 
pushing for years for majority rule. 


While the government promised ficedom, prosperity 
and peace, the CP said the opposite would result. While 
the government said it would never negotiate with any 
other nation over the future of the Whites, the CP said 
they would be forced into this position one day because 
of their adoption of the principle of power-sharing. 


Elections 


Before the last two elections, the National Party said that 
a CP government in power would bring bloodshed, chaos 
and conflict. What do we have now? Absolute carnage in 
the Black areas outside our cities. Even liberal Whites 
are now perceiving the implications of abolishing the 
Group Areas Act. One can imagine the blood which 
would flow if the Xhosas and the Zulus brought their 
tribal warfare to White residential areas! Even now many 
Blacks have fled into White residential areas near the 
troubled townships of the East Rand. 
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The ANC [African National Congress] should be 
banned. The South African police should not have been 
put into a position of humiliation where its officers must 
“liaise” with a bunch of ruthless terrorists. Since the 
unbanning of the ANC, South Africa has experienced 
more crime, boycotts, intimidation and terror than in 
the old days of Pogo. 


It is clear that the ANC intends not only to mobilise the 
masses; it intends grabbing control of the country. It has 
threatened the government with further violence if its 
conditions are not met; it has moved into the homelands, 
creating havoc until its puppets have been installed. 


A new constitution for Ciskei has recently been drafted, 
and the ANC is being asked to vet it before it is adopted! 
The ANC is planning to topple Bophuthatswana’s Chief 
Mangope; it has crippled industry and the mining sector 
through its control of the militant unions. 


It has planned armed insurrection. It is moving into 
every facet of South African life, gaining power within 
organisations through terror and intimidation. 


The ANC has a gun to the head of every Black in South 
Africa who dares oppose it. It is no wonder that Black 
councillors are resigning; that Black policemen fear for 
their lives; that even Whites are joining the ANC to be 
on the “right side”’ when the revolution comes! 


The campaign to destroy Zulu Chief Gatsha Buthelezi is 
so blatantly evident that ANC statements about Zulu 
intransigence are now greeted with derision by even the 
liberals who called for the ANC’s unbanning. 


The government has patently ditched Buthelezi. He is 
destined to become the Muzorewa of South Africa (if 
he’s lucky). His stand against takine independence has 
gained him nothing from the ANC despite his myriad 
calls for Mandela’s release. 


The ANC is on a power high! The comrades will not take 
no for an answer. They know the government has caved 
in to all of the ANC’s demands; they know the police are 
hobbled by their own government. And they know de 
Klerk is weak, vacillating and malleable. 


The ANC is the de facto ruler of this country. It has 
discovered that rabble-rousing and pressure works. It 
now threatens everyone with violence; it has even intim- 
idated a firm of attorneys which was retained to make 
representations for certain companies in connection 
with the pending Labour Relations Amendment Act. 
The ANC did not like the companies’ objecting to 
certain clauses in the new Act, so it decided to threaten 
the attorneys who formulated the objections. 


The sit:ation is now quite ludicrous. The government is 
keeping up the facade of negotiating for peace when the 
country ‘s in a state of civil war; Mr. de Klerk plants 
trees, his wife attends tea parties on the West Rand. They 
talk in platitudes while the revolutionaries run amok. 
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Both the ANC (and the National Party for that matter) 
should be removed from South Africa's political life, the 
quicker the better. 


If the government hasn't the courage to admit it made a 
terrible mistake in unleasiing the forces of Slovo, Hani 
and Mandela, it should resign and allow a government 
with courage to clean up the mess. 


* AZAPO Speaks Out on Land Issue 


9OAFO713A Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English 
19 Aug 90 p 13 


[Article by Strini Moodley: “The Hunger for Land” ; first 
paragraph is CITY PRESS introduction} 


[Text] Black political organisations have made it abun- 
dantly clear that land will be the central issue in post- 
apartheid South Africa. The National Land Committee 
has fired the debate’s first salvo at the National African 
Federated Chamber of Commerce's annual conference 
in Durban recently by stating blacks will not have 
enough money to buy land unless there is a programme 
to redress historical wrongs which have led to this state 
of affairs. At the meeting, Azanian People’s Organisation 
[AZAPO] publicity secretary Strini Moodley pointed to 
the anomaly of white control over a massive 87 percent 
of the land in this hard-hitting speech. 


AZAPO sees land as a commodity available to all Aza- 
nians. It belongs to all the people and not to individuals. 


Personal ownership is only acceptable where it is used 
for building homes, not for profiteering. 


Land distribution as an economic strategy must be given 
new meaning and placed in the right context. 


This “meaning” lies outside the capitalist notion of land 
being an exploitable commodity at the expense of human 
needs and life itself. 


If it is used for exploitative purposes, it shall be expro- 
priated and returned to the State. 


People who contribute to the economy of the country 
must be allowed to build their homes without having to 
pay for land. 


When it is used for the creation of wealth, certain 
conditions will have to be met. For instance, persons 
may have access to a site for business reasons, but will 
have to pay rent to a national treasury. 


It is clear that because land is the primary means of 
production, it belongs to the people and cannot become 
the property of individuals. 


The obvious question is: what happens to land which is 
presently occupied? Leadership will have to work out a 
mechanism by which redistribution and appropriation 
can be executed in an orderly fashion. 


14 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Above all, black people have become alienated from the 
land. For black people, land is no more than a hovel in 
which you sleep or a place at which you work for 
Starvation wages. 


Many people have argued that blacks did not use their 
initiative and that wealth created in ihis society was a 
result of white efforts. 


The argument is fallacious. Whites used the labour of 
black people to earn their security, privilege and power 
They convinced themselves blacks were inferior, lazy 
and came to this country at the same time as they did. 


But whites realise that if they confront historical reality, 
they will have no legitimate claim to the land. 


Legislation on the statute books today is testimony to the 
notion of racism, or apartheid. 


Some people argue avout democracy. White society has 
no right to taik about democracy. It has never under- 
stood or respected democracy. It practices racism with a 
fervour akin to the Nazis under Hitler. 


Today no person can debate democracy without calling 
for the total redistribution of the land and wealth of this 
country. 


White society controls 87 percent of the land. If we are to 
talk about its redistribution as an economic strategy for 
the future, then we must first come to terms with the 
reality that 87 percent of South Africa must be included 
in this redistribution. 


Racism has led blacks to believe they have an inferior claim 
to the land. They see themselves as searching for unoccupied 
areas while, in their heart of hearts, they desire to occupy the 
land on which white people live and work. 


In other words, they see the mansions ind secretly 
believe they have a right to them. 


Consequently, racism has distorted the value of land. It 
has made it a private thing—a thing which can be 
exploited for profit. This country bears all the scars of 
colonialism. 


Black people are landless and have been forced to accept 
a culture of labour—producing the wealth of this 
country. 
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Land did not bear wealth automatically. Somebody had 
to work it and white people needed to create reasons to 
turn blacks into a faceless labour force. 


The process of colonisation came in three phases. First, the 
defeat of black people and therefore conquest of the land. 


Second, the creation of justifications for exploiting 
blacks as cheap labour. Third, the introduction of legis- 
lation which made blacks landless. 


The blood, sweat the tears of black peop'e labouring on 
their own land for the profit of white society over the last 
320 years is a vita! factor in appreciating the struggle. 


A major element of the struggle is the fight to free land 
from the clutches of white society and place it back in the 
hands of the oppressed and exploited majority. 


We are not only talking about returning land to an 
indigenous people. We are talking about freeing it from 
a society that has taken it illegally. We are talking about 
ensuring it does not become the basis for exploitation. 


Land must become what it is—a resource which ensures 
the equal development of the whole society. 


What centuries of oppression and exploitation have 
done to black people is to deny them the ability to see 
themselves as complete human beings. They have been 
dehumanised violently and psychologically. 


Black people are made to feel like foreigners in the land 
of their birth. Politically, economically, socially and 
culturally they have been turned into slaves through 
racist policies. 


There are certain realities we have to come to terms with. 
Land distribution will have to be radical if it is to 
constructively and adequately address the problems 
facing the vast majority. 


We regard the liberation of black people as a priority. In 
that context, the liberation of land is a primary objective. 


Technical details of how the distribution of land shall be 
implemented will have to be worked out in finer detail 
by the government in power at the time. 


Land must be returned to its original function. it must 
provide shelter and a base for productivity. 
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Angola 


USSR Supreme Soviet Team Arrives in Luanda 


MB0110203690 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 1 Oct 90 


[Text] A USSR Supreme Soviet parliamentary delega- 
tion arrived in Luanda this afternoon on a working visit 
to the People’s Republic of Angola. 


The USSR Supreme Soviet team is led by Anatoliy 
Malofeyev, who told national newsmen on arrival that 
he will maintain contacts with Angolan People’s 
Assembly officials during his visit to exchange views on 
the Soviet Union's perestroika process and the current 
situation in the People’s Republic of Angola. 


[Begin Malofeyev recording with superimposed transla- 
tion into Portuguese] We are in fact the first parliamen- 
tary team to visit this country. We say first because it 
represents the new composition of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet following the introduction of perestroika. 


Thus, we are paying a normal visit here to exchange views 
and hold talks. As we are a parliamentary team, it is only 
natural that we should be particularly interested in the 
parliamentary experiences acquired by the People's 
Assembly of the People’s Republic of Angola. Obviously, 
we will also share our Own positive experiences. 


Our visit to your country occurs at a very special time 
because radical political, economic, and other changes 
are taking place both in the Soviet Union and in the 
People’s Republic of Angola. We will also be interested 
in learning how Angola deals with its political, economic, 
and social problems and the best and quickest ways to 
resolve them [words indistinct]. [end recording] 


The USSR team is scheduled to stay four days in our 
country and will hold separate meetings with the first 
secretary of the People’s Assembly; the coordinator of 
the People’s Assembly Commission for External Rela- 
tions and International Cvoperation; the MPLA [Pop- 
ular Movement for the Liberation of Angola]-Labor 
Party Central Committee secretary for state and judicial 
organs; the coordinator of the People’s Assembly Com- 
mission for Constitutional and Legal Issues; and the 
deputy minister of foreign affairs. 


During its stay in Angola, the USSR parliamentary team 
will also visit Namibe Province to meet officials of the 
local People’s Assembly. 


Report of ‘Indecision’ About Devaluing Currency 


MBO0110195090 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT I Oct 90 


[Text] Though the Angolan Government announced 
some |0 days ago that it would devalue our currency by 
100 percent, there continues to be some indecision on 
this issue. This morning, the National Bank of Angola 
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[BNA] was still conducting foreign exchange transac- 
tions on the basis of the old value of the new kwanza. 


ANGOP [Angolan Press Agency] learned from the 
BNA’s International Operations Division, DOI, that this 
institution had not yet been authorized to publish a new 
table reflecting the new kwanza’s 100 percent devalua- 
tion [words indistinct] it all comes down to a technical 
issue: It is one thing to announce a devaluation and it is 
another thing to actually devalue the currency. 


Sources contacted by ANGOP said the Angolan Govern- 
ment announced it would devalue the new kwanza from 
today, adding however that this act would require a 
governmental decree. 


Price Discrepancies 


MBO0210102190 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 2 Oct 90 


{Excerpt} Until the publication of a new price list, the 
prices of perishable goods remain the same as before the 
Angolan currency was exchanged. This was stated by 
Vasco Alexandre, a juridical expert with the National 
Economic Activities Inspection and Research Direc- 
torate, in an interview with ANGOP. 


Yet, there is indecision and confusion. A kilogram of meat 
was fixed at 210 new Kwanzas, whereas the same amount of 
meat is being sold for 20 and 25 new Kwanzas. State taxis 
are charging 50 new Kwanzas, compared to 20 new 
Kwanzas by illegal operators. [passage omitted] 


UNITA Leader Praises Talks on Cease-Fire 


LDO110165390 Lisbon International Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 1 Oct 90 


[Report on interview with Jonas Sevimbi, leader of the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola, 
UNITA, by unidentified reporter; passages in italics 
were recorded] 


{Text} UNITA leader Jonas Savimb: may visit Lisbon 
within the next two weeks at the invitation of the 
Portuguese authorities, Radio Portuguese Television 
(?learned) yesterday. In an interview in Washington, the 
UNITA leader described the fourth round of talks in 
Sintra as very positive. 


[Savimbi] We feel this round was very positive because we 
managed to broach two problems: The problem of political 
principles and also the problem of the cease-fire. It was the 
first time in our relations with the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola [MPLA] that we discussed a cease-fire. 
I think this is verv important. Hence there were several 
principles, principles raised by the MPLA, and also put 
forward by UNITA. [passage indistinct] For the first time 
U.S. and Soviet representatives were present. This did not 
happen in (?more) important rounds. 
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[Studio announcer] Savimbi said that for the first time 
the talks dealt with the cease-fire, whose acceptance by 
UNITA depends on political principles, namely recogni- 
tion of UNITA. 


{Savimbi] {Words indistinct] I believe there is no negoti- 
ation which can escape or distance itself from the internal 
and practical realities. Therefor? the MPLA can not 
escape recognizing UNITA in order to sign a cease-fire 
with the movements. [passage indistinct] 


[Reporter] With regard to the cease-fire, can it be 
assumed that there wili be an intermediate force on the 
battlefield to verify the cease-fire if it is signed? 


{Savimbi] / can answer positively as it is both the opinion 
of the MPLA and of UNITA. 


[Reporter] Would this force be Portuguese, African or.... 


[Savimbi] Well, these are details which are now being 
discussed, but in principle it has been agreed that verifi- 
cation will not be carried out by UNITA or by the MPLA. 
Therefore, we will need third forces to verify the cec se-fire. 


{Studio announcer] Savimbi recognized the importance of 
the U.S. and Soviet presence at the fourth round of talks. 


{Savimbi] /t is important because it helps the Portuguese 
side. The MPLA receives help from the USSR and if the 
latter understands that the time has come and that the 
situation in Angola is irreversible, it will need encour- 
aging words to lead the MPLA to make the necessary 
compromises. On the other hand the Un ‘ed States does 
not need to put pressure on UNITA because we are 
making all the concessions. However, on the whole the 
presence of both superpowers ensures a greater seriousness 
for the talks in cooperation with the Portuguese side. 


Police To Detain Holders of Former Currency 


MBO01 10083590 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0613 GMT 1 Oct 90 


[Text] Jamba, Sunday September, 30......... [dateline as 
received}—The MPLA [Popular Movement for the Lib- 
eration of Angola] secret police, MINSE [Ministry of 
State Security], is reported to be threatening to detain 
members of the public who refuse to handover their old 
kwanza (the MPLA currency) for new kwanza notes 
introduced by the Luanda government as part of its 
currency devaluation measures. 


According to well informed sources, many people are 
reluctant to exchange their old currency for fear that they 
are going to lose it since local banks are only giving back 
five percent of the total sum handed over while 95 
percent remains with the bank and can only be with- 
drawn after five months. 


MINSE is said to have even gone to the extent of 
conducting searches in some homes to force people to 
take the money to banks. 
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The kwanza was devalued by one hundred percent on 
September 21. One United States dollar is now equiva- 
lent to 60 kwanzas officially but fetches over 3,000 
kwanzas on the parallel market. 


Report of MPLA ‘Scorched-Earth Operations’ 


MBO01 10084890 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0610 GMT I Oct 90 


[Text] Jamba, Sunday September 30.... [dateline as 
received] The Luanda regime is conducting scorched- 
earth operations against civilian targets in the UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola}- 
controlled areas of cer. al Angola, burning down entire 
villages and destroying crops through air bombardments. 


Military sources say that such operations have increased 
significantly over the past one week, especially in Bie 
Province. 


According to the sources, 16 civilians, including chil- 
dren, were killed last Wednesday [26 Sep] in air raids 
carried out by Soviet-made MiG-23 jets on Vingado 
village, which is situated along the Lombua river. 
Twenty-six other villagers were seriously injured in the 
bombings in which chemical bombs are said to have 
been used, at a time when delegations from UNITA and 
the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] were meeting in Portugal for a fourth round of 
direct talks aimed at finding a peaceful negotiated solu- 
tion to the 15-year-old Angolan conflict. 


MPLA military aircraft have also been deliberately 
bombing agricultural fields belonging to the civilians, 
further worsening the prospects of starvation in an area 
already hard-hit by drought, the sources add. 


Madagascar 


* University Problems Put in Perspective 


90AF0654A Antananarivo MIDI MADAGASIKARA 
in French 8 Aug 90 p 11 


{Interview with Rector Mangalaza by G.h.T.: “The Uni- 
versity: Its Problems and Its Perspectives’; date and 
place not given] 


[Text] Rector Mangalaza told us that the university must 
adapt itself in the face of the politics of liberalization, 
that is to say competitiveness according to the rules of 
fairness, and adapt itself to decentralization, which 
means the development of responsibility and creativity. 


It is virtually impossible for the university to continue as 
it is along obsolete paths, not adapted to today’s context 
and environment. 


[Question] What are the problems and what might the 
possible solutions be? 


‘Answer] - The lack of financing: the state finances 50 
percent of the operation of the university and of those 


FBIS-AFR-90-191 
2 October 1990 


funds, which have proved to be inadequate, 20 to 25 
percent are allocated to teaching; it is not possible to 
purchase books because of the lack of funds. 


- The politicization of the university: after the escalation, 
the university has become a place of recruitment for 
political party clients and a place of political ill feeling. 


Solutions? The key idea in this matter would be the 
implementation of liberalization and decentralization of 
the university. 


This would require effective management with clear, 
well-defined rules, a management followed by achieve- 
ment and a forceful follow-up. 


We must eliminate carelessness, clarify authority, make 
people face their responsibilities, define roles and 
oversee achievements. 


The university represents a medium- and long-term 
investment by the state, training young people for lead- 
ership positions tomorrow, contributing to the dev: ‘op- 
ment and spread of knowledge. 


But nothing can be done if one cannot work in a clirnate 
of peace and order. 


It is important to sensitize everyone to the role they have 
to assume (student, teacher, decentralized community, 
international community). 


The parents should become aware of the fact that schol- 
arships should not be subject solely to criteria of desti- 
tute individuals unable to support the study needs of 
their children, but should also meet educational require- 
ments, and that the right to universi:y work should be 
clearly defined, without being marred by emotion 
(unhealthy emotion that is). 


- The university should be depoliticized. 


- It should be endowed with adequate legal and financial 
resources...legal, through the adoption of a document 
allowing it to engage in activities that would make it 
possible for the university to finance itself (for example, 
the Marketing Department at the University of Toa- 
masina should be allowed to place its knowledge at the 
disposal of interested sectors in order to permit partici- 
pation in the self-financing of the university). 


- The decentralized communities, and in particular the 
Faritany, should have a budget line specifically targeted 
io the financing of projects submitted by the university. 


- The University of Toamasina would have an important 
role to play within the countries of the Indian Ocean. Of 
the 25 interuniversity agreements that have been con- 
cluded, Toamasina did not benefit from a single one. In 
the spirit of starting the decen\ralization process, such an 
agreement will be concluded with Canada. 


The other problems: the office of the rector is currently 
renting the rooms in which the offices are located; 
building maintenance (ex-Imballagi) is nonexistent 
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because of a lack of funds; there are no tables at the 
university restaurant; meals will be distributed cooked, 
because compared to the distribution of uncooked 
meals, the treasurer's office has saved 20 million francs; 
the vehicles are old and worn out; it is not possible to 
purchase books and studies because of a lack of funds 
and the lack of a library... It will not be possible to start 
the 1990-91 year unless the university has at least 500 
million in funds at its disposal... The treasury will be 
subject to a rigorous plan... It anticipated a deficit in the 
last provisional budget and this well in advance... Man- 
agement imust have recourse to computerization: so do 
scholarships and examination results. 


In conclusion, it is urgent for the university to be 
endowed with legal and financial resources adapted to a 
policy of liberalization and decentralization, specifically: 
be able to engage in activities that would en: ve its 
self-financing, involvement of the decentralive<) commu- 
nities, and the inter-university community-4he possi- 
bility of concluding agreements, and cowsciousness 
raising of all those who play a role within the wriversity. 


* Flood of New Papers Hits Newsstand 


90AF0654B Antananarivo MIDI MADAGASIKARA 
in French 9 Aug 90 p 4 


[Article by F. Robison: “The Press Once Again...Under 
Pressure—In Spite of Abundance of Papers”’] 


[Text] There is no doubt about it, the political parties 
and the press seem made to follow the same path. It has 
indeed been noted that for both entities liberalization 
has been translated, among other things, by an increased 
tendency toward abundance. 


In less than a year, the Ministry of the Interior has 
recorded nearly every week a birth certificate for a party; 
Which means that at the present time there are 26 of 
them on the Malagasy political scene. 


The written press has followed the trend. 


About |5 papers are currently on the market, including six 
daily newspapers. Without counting ministerial liaison bul- 
letins, company periodicals, and party newspapers. And it 
would seer that at least two more are being developed and 
will be published in the coming months to once again 
expand the family of the Malagasy media. 


This is a very good thing. Both for the readers and for the 
media. 


That does not mean, however, that the situation of the 
profession has improved. It could even be said that it is 
somewhat uncertain. 


First, there is the general context. Censureship has only 
been suspended. Suspended like the sword of Damocles, 
to the extent that so far no law nor ordinance has 
confirmed what the president of the republic has verbally 
stated to indicate its total abolition. On the other hand, 
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the new press charter will have to wait for the benedic- 
tion of the ANP [National People’s Assembly] before it 
can be implemented. 


Under those circumstances, the journalists cannot have 
the desired serenity in which to exercise their profession. 
The slightest faux-pas could constitute a reason to reim- 
pose censorship. And at the same time, to compromise 
adoption of the new charter; which, as a matter of fact, 
people have been concerned about for a while given what 
certain people in authority have said about the press. 


On the other hand, it has been noted that newspaper 
sales have not yet reached the level they should have. 


If you consider only the daily newspapers, given that the 
circulation of each varies from 5,000 to 20,000, the 
number of buyers can be estimated at an average of 
15,000. And even then! The majority of them are in the 
capital and its surroundings. In any case, 15,000 news- 
paper buyers for | million inhabitants...! 


This can be explained, on the one hand, by the near 
overall weakness of pucchasing power. True, a daily 
newspaper at 350 Malagasy francs is not all that expen- 
sive. But this figure does represent the price of two 
“kapoaka” of rice. At least the lunch ration for an 
average family. 


On the other hand, the news presented in the newspapers 
has usually been heard on the radio before it is pub- 
lished. It is also a fact that reporters are often blocked in 
their research by the freezing of information by the 
various public services. Or inhibited by the fear of 
publishing an article that might be considered bad form 
in higher quarters—to give them trouble later on. 


Whatever the case may be, the wealth of names on the 
market can only fire the imagination and creativity of 
the reporters, for better competitiveness of their paper. 
The law of competition reigns. The readers will be 
delighted about it. That will not fail to have an impact on 
sales. Positive or negative, depending on the case. 


* Outcome of Indian Conference Reported 


* Agreements Signed 


QOAFO6SS5A Antananarivo MIDI MADAGASIKARA 
in French 10 Aug 90 p 4 


[Article by Zo Rakotoseheno: “A Fruitful Meeting””’] 


[Text] Good results for four days work! That is the least 
that the Indian businessmen can say at the end of this 
meeting. They are going home satisfied with the con- 
tracts in their briefcases. In leaving New Delhi, they had 
encountered problems making plane reservations and 
with their visas, as Mr. Ramu Diora, president of the 
Indian Federation of Export Companies, said in his 
closing statement. He believes that travel arrangements 
should be facilitated so that there can be frequent contact 
between the two countries. This, he said, was the reason 
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why only 71 businessmen had been able to come to 
Madagascar, instead of a hundred some. 


Nonetheless, as far as the Indians were concerned, the 
results made the tnp worthwhile, ana they were not 
disappointed. Several Malagasy businessmen responded 
to their appeal, in contrast to others, who did not conceal 
their preference for industrialists rather than merchants. 
But despite that, the meeting was successful. Both His 
Excellency K.R. Sia and CSR [Supreme Revolutionary 
Councillor] Ratisfehera Arsene emphasized in their 
speeches that “it is not the figures that are the most 
important results of this meeting, but the strengthening 
of ties.” All the same, the figures reflect both the enthu- 
siasm shown by the businessmen on both sides, as well as 
the volume and value of the business conducted during 
several days of contacts. 


Mr. Ramu Diora quoted these figures. In industry and 
commerce, $27,350 million (about 4.1 billion Malagasy 
francs) were realized. He pointed out that added to that 
figure are 23 joint venture projects, and economic zone 
projects in various fields, including chemicals, pharma- 
ceutics, textiles, and leather. Not to mention a memo- 
randum of agreement that was signed for tea in bags, a 
joint venture for emerald and tourmaline mining, and 
the finalization of two projects in the sugar industry. 
During their stay, the Indian businessmen were also able 
to sell kitchen utensils, ceramic tiles, and many other 
products. As for the Malagasy businessmen, the results 
will not be known for two weeks. This gives Henri 
Razanatseheno, president of the Chamber of Commerce 
time to meet with the local businessmen who partici- 
pated in this conference to analyze the results. 


Thus this four-day marathon conference, which was held 
in the Madagascar Hilton Hotel, has come to an end. A 
number of important persons attended it, including CSR 
Remi Tiandraza, president of the Association of Indo- 
Malagasy Friendship and Commerce Minister George 
Solofoson. This meeting should reinforce the ties of 
friendship and cooperation between the two countries. 
The speakers at the closing session stressed this point. 
CSR Ratsifehera Arsene even referred to the recent 
conference he attended in New Delhi on the Indian 


Ocean as a region of peace, in which participants encour- 
aged South-South cooperation. |! Embassy and 
the Antananarivo Chamber of ( were respon- 


sible for organizing this conferen » was held for 
the first time in Madagascar. Its success greatly moved 
Mr. Sinha, who could not hold back his tears. 


* Equitable Trade Balance Debated 


90AF06S55B Antananarivo MIDI MADAGASIKARA 
in French 8 Aug 90 p 3 


[Article by Zo Rakotoseheno: “Opportunities, But Pn- 
mary Goal Is Balanced Trade”’} 


[Text] After an opening ceremony that captured the 
attention of the economic world, the meeting between 
Indian and Malagasy businessmen continued yesterday 
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morning at the Hilton with a statement by the secretary- 
general of the Ministry of Industry, Lnergy, and Mines, 
Emmanuel Randrianarisoa, on Madagascar’s industrial 
policy and opportunities for foreign investors under the 
new investment code. 


This highly instructive meeting provided an opportunity 
for Indian businessmen to ask questions about practical 
details, but especially about the preferential treatment 
they have pushed for so strongly. Apparently in favor of 
the possibility of joint ventures with their Malagasy 
counterparts, they wanted to know a little more about 
preferential credits granted for the promotion of partner- 
ships. They were told that a document detailing all these 
credit issues was being drafted and would be translated 
into English for them. Another concern voiced was the 
upper limit on contributions by foreign investors in joint 
ventures. It was explained to them that there was no 
ceiling and that everything depended on the agreements 
between the partners. However, there is an investment 
ceiling in Madagascar, especially for projects involving 
small- and medium-sized industries, which is fixed at 
500 million Malagasy francs. 


Trade was another issue. This point was argued at length. 
Indian businessmen brought up the fact that trade 
between India and Madagascar has up to now been to the 
detriment of India. They are therefore hoping that the 
current cooperation will bring trade into equilibrium. To 
this end, an Indian businessman asked whether it would 
not be possible to give preferential treatment to Indian 
products, since Madagascar had a trade surplus of 977 
million rupees last year. But the Indian ambassador to 
Madagascar, His Excellency K.R. Sinha, pointed out that 
trade must be increased because “India’s foregone earn- 
ings are extremely small. Trade has been insignificant. 
Sometimes it was to India’s benefit, and sometimes it 
was to Madagascar’s benefit. We must continue and 
make sure that trade between the two countries is 
balanced.”” Ambassador K.R. Sinha added that in the 
event of a trade imbalance, the Indian Government has 
decided to grant easy credit and incentives to enable 
businessmen to return to equilibrium. 


Moreover. the commercial agreement between India and 
Madagascar discussed during this meeting has been 
postponed. This agreement was supposed to be signed by 
the commerce ministers of the two countries. But for 
domestic reasons, India’s commerce minister was unable 
to come to Madagascar. So the Indian Government 
decided to invite the Malagasy minister of commerce to 
India to conclude this commercial agreement. According 
to the president of the Federation of Indian Companies, 
Ramu Diora, this agreement will correct all the short- 
comings hampering mutually beneficial cooperation. 


A number of Malagasy businessmen attended this meeting 
and were able to make business contacts with their Indian 
counterparts. Many others did not come. And for a reason, 
since they would rather deal with industrialists and not 
merchants. This is a basic problem. 
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* Preparation for Europe "92 
90AFO6SS5C Antananarivo MIDI MADAGASIKARA 
in French 7 Aug 90 p ! 


[Text] With the opening yesterday morning of a confer- 
ence of Malagasy and Indian businessmen meeting for 
three days in Antananarivo to establish and promote 
trade flows between Madagascar and India, a new step 
has been taken towards regional cooperation. In fact, at 
a time when Europe is preparing for the advent of a 
single market in 1993, it is important for countries of the 
southern hemisphere to establish a dialogue as well, so as 
to accelerate the establishment of new economic circuits. 
Otherwise, the countries of the South are in danger of 
bearing the cost of possible isolation, because their 
market is going to encounter increased competition from 
Eastern Europe, which will have not only a larger con- 
sumption capacity, but also a more advantageous 
approach in terms of cost, distance, and resources. This 
is also true between us and the Maghreb, for instance, 
since it takes a ship about 20 days to travel from 
Madagascar to the first French port on the Mediterra- 
nean, whereas Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia are only a 
12-hour voyage by ship from the Cte d'Azur. But this 
new cooperation should not be in just one direction. If 
India is showing increased good will in opening up trade 
with Madagascar, are we for our part in a position to 
offer products for the Indian market? Because it is only 
when trade operates in two directions that it 1s equitable 
between two countries. A dialogue has been initiated 
between Madagascar and India. Let's hope that it will be 
mutually beneficial for businessmen in both countries 


Manuritius 


* Trade Minister Assesses Oil Supplies 


QOAF0612A Port Louis THE SUN in French 
7 Aug 90 pp 1, 3 


[Text] There is no reason to fear any petroleum shortages 
as far as our supplies from Kuwait are concerned. At 
least that is what Dwarkanath Gungah, minister of trace 
and navigation, emphasized to THE SUN yesterday 
afternoon after public fears had been expressed following 
the invasion of Kuwait by Iraqi troops last Thursday. 


Gungah made it clear that since that invasion by the Iraqi 
Army—which, incidentally, has been sharply condemned by 
world opinion—his ministry has been closely following 
developments in the situation in Kuwait. All the more since 
our country imports all of its fuel oil from Kuwait through 
the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation [KPC]. 


Although Minister of Trade and Navigation Gungah said 
that the situation was under control as far as petroleum 
products-—notably the gas oil, KPK [expansion 
unknown], and automotive gasoline imported into Mau- 
ritius by both Shell and the KPC—are concerned, since 
the country has sizable inventories of those products and 


can meet the country’s needs through the specified 
period, he expressed some concern as to the country’s 
fuel oil supply. 


In view of that, officials in the Ministry of T.ade ard 
Navigation held a working meeting yesterday morning 
with officials of the three companies that import petro- 
leum products: Shell, Total, and Caltex. During that 
meeting, the companies were asked to quote a price for 
importing another shipment (12,000 metric tons) of fuel 
oil. That would be enough to meet the demand through 
mid-October. 


According to Gungah, everything will be completed 
today after the contract is awarded to the firm making 
the best offer. And if all goes as expected, the company 
that gets the contract might deliver its shipment some- 
time this month. 


A shipment of 12,000 metric tons of KPK, 8,000 metric tons 
of gas oil, and 14,000 metric tons of fuel oil is expected to 
arrive in Mauritius from Kuwait sometime around next 
month. But because of the current uncertainty in Kuwait, 
the minister did not want to take any chances, all the more 
since efforts to establish contact between the Kuwait Petro- 
leum Corporaiion and the Ministry of Trade and Naviga- 
tion have so far been in vain. 


When asked about the possibility of another rise in 
petroleum prices following the recent events, Minister 
Gungah said that nothing had been decided for the time 
being, even though the price per barrel on the interna- 
tional market has risen by $8.00. 


He also appealed to Mauritiars to make judicious use of 
energy supplies pending a normalization of the situation 
at that level. 


* Embargo Threatens Fuel Oil Supplies 


QOAF0612B Port Louis L’'EXPRESS in French 
7 Aug YO pp I, 7 


[Text] The main concern facing authorities since the 
invasion of Kuwait by Iraq remains that of supplies of 
fuel oil for the Central Electricity Board [CEB]. 


The Kuwait Petroleum Corporation [KPC] has the con- 
tract for supplying all of the CEB’s fuel oil require- 
ment—some 165,000 metric tons per year. One of the 
most urgent tasks facing officials at the State Trading 
Corporation and the Ministry of Trade has been that of 
finding a supplier immediately to make up for the 
shipment due ‘rom the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
in September. 


In official circles, it is explained that the entire contract 
for supplying Mauritius with fuel oil was awarded to the 
KPC because the next highest bidder refused to reduce 
his price to meet that offered by the KPC and thus share 
the contract for the 165,000 metric tons of fuel wil. 
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Surrounded by officials from his ministry and the State 
Trading Corporation, Minister of Trade Dwarkanath 
Gungah has begun talks with representatives of three firms: 
the Shell Company of the Islands, Esso, and Caltex. 


When questioned yesterday afternoon, Minister Gungah 
said he was extremely pleased with the reaction by those 
three firms in this situation. “We asked those firms for 
their cooperation in importing a shipment of 12,000 
metric tons of fuel oil. They reacted favorably, and we 
will have their bids Tuesday morning. The government 
will make a decision in the light of the ‘igures proposed,” 
Minister Gungah explained. 


Thanks to that decision to import those 12,000 metric 
tons of fuel oil immediately, the government has given 
itself a respite until mid-October. Without that guaran- 
teed shipment of 12,000 metric tons of fuel oil, Mauri- 
tius would face a serious crisis, because the Central 
Electricity Board’s turbines would be unable to turn and 
generate electric energy. 


It was also announced at Government House that the 
entire question of fuel will be on the agenda at the 
upcoming meeting by the Council of Ministers on 
Thursday. Moreover, out of a concern to economize on 
petroleum products in the current circumstances, the 
government has decided to suspend bunkering opera- 
tions. All the agencies concerned were officially notified 
by Mauritian authorities at the beginning of this week. 


Minister Gungah explained: “We do not foresee any 
problems in refueling aircraft. Supplies of the fuel used 
by aircaft are provided by Shell.” 


The minister of trade declined to comment on the 
situation with the existing supply contract between the 
State Trading Corporation and the Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation. “It would be premature to talk about a 
breac!. of contract. We will have to monitor the situation 
in Kuwait, and since our inventory of petroleum prod- 
ucts should last until mid-October, we have a reasonable 
amount of time in which to make the necessary deci- 
sions,”’ Minister Gungah explained. 


For his part, Minister of Energy Mahyendra Utchanah 
did not conceal his concern over the situation. He has 
held a working mesting with Francis Piat and officials 
from the Central Electricity Board and from his ministry 
to discuss alternative sources of supply. 


“One possibility in case of a crisis situation remains that of 
obtaining supplies from Madagascar. But in that case, we 
would have to produce a blend of the fuel oil available in 
Madagascar,” Mirister Utchanah emphasized. 


For its part, the Shell Company of the Islands yesterday 
offered to supply the State Trading Corporation with 
that shipment of 12,000 metric tons of fuel oil at the end 
of this month. Shell is also expecting a tanker carrying 
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gasoline, kerosene, and diesel oil—a total of 22,000 
metric tons—around the | Sth. 


“Personally, 1 am of the opinion that we must not treat 
this crisis lightly. We are monitoring it closely, as is the 
government. If the situation in Kuwait develops in the 
right direction and a solution is found between now and 
the end of September, things will return to normal. If the 
Situation deteriorates, we will have to make the neces- 
sary decisions,” Piat told L'EXPRESS. 


As far as the price of petroleum products on the local 
market is concerned, all official sources prefer to adopt a 
pragmatic approach. They say: “We must not forget that 
since the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq, ,ices on the world 
market have soared.” 


* Shell Wins Bid To Supply Fuel Oil 


9O0AF0612C Port Louis L’'EXPRESS in French 
8 Aug 9p! 


{Text} The contract for importing 10,000 metric tons of 
fuel oil to replace the shipment from the Kuwait Petro- 
leum Corporation has been awarded to the Shell Com- 
pany of the Islands. 


L’EXPRESS learned this from authorized sources yes- 
terday afternoon. The State Trading Corporation [STC] 
made the decision to ensure that the Central Electricity 
Board will not be affected by any shortage of fuel oil. 


As a second step, the STC will have to review the entire 
situation with supplies of fuel oil and other petroleum 
products. The reason is that the |\uwait "etroleum Corpo- 
ration holds the contract to supply 50 percent of the fuel 
needs of Mauritius. But it is poir ted out that everything will 
depend on how the situation develops in Kuwait. 


* New Shell Contract; Higher Oil Prices 


9OAF0612D Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
8 Aug 9p! 


[Article by Leon Baya] 


[Text] The first financial effect of the invasion of Kuwait 
by Iraq will make itself felt here this month as Mauritius 
purchases a shipment of fuel oil at a higher price than 
that stipulated in the original contract with the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation [KPC]. 


The contract covering the delivery of 10,000 metric tons 
of fuel oil was awarded yesterday to Shell, which was the 
only company submitting a bid on that product. But 
official sources are being careful not to reveal the price 
quoted by Shell; instead, they are saying that it takes into 
account developments in the market for petroleum prod- 
ucts, where prices have jumped following the recent 
events in the Gulf. 


This means that Shell is replacing the KPC, which is 
Mauritius’ sole supplier of fuel oil under the terms of the 
contract signed by the State Trading Corporation [STC] 
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at the start of this year. That contract gives each of the 
two oil companies an equitable share of the market. The 
contract is valued at !|.2 billion rupees. 


The shipment of fuel oil is expected to arrive around 20 
August. It will meet the Central Electricity Board’s needs 
through mid-October. 


Incidentally, the KPC has still not shown any sign of life, 
and the STC’s efforts to contact the Kuwaiti company 
have been fruitless. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Meets With Thatcher in New York 30 Sep 


MBO0110101390 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0900 GMT ! Oct 90 


[Excerpt] President Joaquim Chissano met with British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher at UN Headquarters 
in New York on 30 September. No details have been 
made public about the nature of the talks between 
President Joaquim Chissano and Margaret Thatcher. 
The two leaders attended the World Summit on the 
Child in New York. [passage omitted] 


Information Minister Returns From Havana Meeting 


MBO0110192290 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT I Oct 90 


[Text] The Third Meeting of Nonaligned Information 
Ministers issued a final declaration recommending 
greater development in the ficid of information to pre- 
vent imbalances between underdeveloped and devel- 
oped countries. 


This was disclosed by Mozambican Information Min- 
ister Teodato Hunguana today shortly after his return 
from Havana, the Cuban capital, where he attended the 
Third Meeting of Nonaligned Information Ministers 
which closed on 30 September. 


The meeting discussed issues connected with informa- 
tion policy and assessed its implementation by Non- 
aligned countries, particularly with regard to changing 
the current international information order which disfa- 
vors Third World and Nonaligned countries. 


Information Minister Teodato Hunguana said the 
meeting also recommended that information be quanti- 
tatively and qualitatively developed for an improved 
flow in information between South and North and the 
other way around. 
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Army Reports ‘Bandits’ Operations 30 Aug-13 Sep 
MB0110191890 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 1 Oct 90 


[Text] The FPLM [People’s Forces for the Liberation of 
Mozambique] Chief of General Staffs Military Press 
Office issued a communique in Maputo today saying the 
armed bandits carned out 2! operations, mostly against 
civilians and economic targets, throughout the country 
between 30 August and 13 September. 


The communique says that the armed bandits arnbushed 
civilian vehicles and attacked other civilian targets in 
Cabo Delgado, Niassa, and Nampula Provinces. 


In central Mozambique, the armed bandits attacked 
three villages which were unidentified in the commu- 
nique and ambushed a train in the area of Namacurra, ia 
Zambezia Province. 


Zimbabwe 


Government Agrees to SA Attending Conference 


MB0110150490 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1115 GMT 1 Oct 90 


[From the “Africa South” program] 


[Text] The Zimbabwean Government has agreed to a 
South African delegation being invited to a regional 
trade conference organized by the Confederation of 
Zimbabwean Industries [CZI] in December. 


FBIS-AFR-90-191 
2 October 1990 


On the line to our reporter Robert Michelle is John 
Berry, picsident of CZI: 


[Begin recording] [Berry] The information that you've got 
that they're going to attend the conference is absolutely 
correct. They will be. It’s a regional trade conference, and 
we're not only inviting members of SADCC [Southerr 
African Development Coordination Conference] and Pi A 
[Preferential Trade Area] but we will be inviting countries 
such as South Africa, Zaire, Rwanda, and Burundi. I'm 
pretty sure that they have been invited. While Burundi ts 
part of PTA, I'm not too sure about Rwanda. 


[Michelle] Mr. Berry, I presume the Zimbabwean Gov- 
ernment has agreed on the invitation. Would you say the 
Zimdabwean Government has changed its policy of 
isolating South Africa [SA]? 


[Berry] No, they have not changed their policy of iso- 
lating South Africa at all until full democracy exists. 


[Michelle] But it is an open secret that unofficial trade 
between South Africa and Zimbabwe is flourshing 
Would you say there's a good outlook for official bilat- 
eral trade between the wo countries” 


[Berry] There's always been a trade agreement in piace 
The trade agreement has never been cancelled. The 
Frontline States never intended to be part of any trade 
sanctions. It was never envisaged thai any kind of offical 
sanctions would be in place. The question of Zimbabwe's 
attitude of seeking to [word indistinct] and export goods 
to a variety of destinations (7is likely to) continue as 
policy. [end recording] 
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Ghana 


PNDC Member on Constitution, Party Politics 


AB2909090890 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 28 Sep 90 


[Text] At the ongoing Accra Regional Forum on evolving 
a democratic process in Ghana, a member of the PNDC 
[Provisiona! National Defense Council], Mr. Justice 
D.F. Annan, today cautioned Ghanaians to be objective 
in their contributions. He said what is important is the 
evolution of a political system that is not made up of 
only democratic institutions, but one that will continu- 
ally address the country’s economic concerns. Walter 
Djokoto has the rest of the story. 


[Begin recording] [Djokoto] In his remarks to open 
today’s deliberations, Mr. Justice Annan deplored the 
tendency of Ghanaians to misuse the platform created to 
sing praises to the PNDC or to attack the government. 
He said the NCD's [National Commission for Democ- 
racy] mandate does not extend tc such issues. Mr. Justice 
Annan therefore urged participants to tackle the subject 
matter of what suitable political system the couniry 
wants for the future with all seriousness and objectivity. 


[Annan] I see a certain tendency to narrow the issues to 
one or two ideas, but then democracy is not just over one 
or two ideas. It is about a multiplicity of ideas. So when 
you come here, let us hear you on all the matters which 
you think are relevant in any democracy situation. Of 
course the organizational structure of politics 1s a very 
important component of democratic practice, of any 
political practice, whether it is structured along parties 
or no parties, whether it is structured along one, two, 
three, or more parties. Yes that is an important compo- 
nent, but surely that is not all there is to democracy. 
There is a lot more to democracy than the political 
organizational structure of the system. 


The importance of this is: | would not want us to limit 
our consideration to this matter, but we should go over 
the whole field of democracy. In the end I would want us 
to address this question, not only here, but continuously: 
By what measure are we going to assess the democratic 
content of our political practice? That is really the issue 
that I want us to look at. In other words, by what 
criterion are we going to assess the democratic content of 
our political practice? 


[Djokoto] Speaking on the topic, Democracy and Multi- 
party Systems in Africa, a supervising high court judge, 
Dr. Justice John Abiasa, said any future political 
arrangement should address the question of political 
financing. This, he said, would ensure that local political 
elections are not financed from abroad. 


{Abiasa] It is necessary that political life does not stop 
when military regimes move into power in Africa. Mili- 
tary intervention may result in the suspension, if not the 
elimination, of participatory structures, but makers of 
coups cannot decree an end to participation, and in the 


WEST AFRICA 23 


Ghanaian context it has been made abundantly clear that 
there cannot be a political system without some civilian 
Participation on some issues, though the possibilities 
vary enormously from one military regime to another. 
The present discussion aims at arriving at a national 
consensus for choosing a workable or durable political 
arrangement that will forestall the possibility of future 
military interventions and should be taken serious!y by 
ail Ghanaians. [end recording] 


Ivory Coast 


PDCI Congress Opens 1 Oct in Yamoussoukro 


ABO110145090 Paris AFP in French 1255 GMT 
1 Oct 90 


[Excerpt] Abidjan, | Oct (AFP)}—Deliberations of the 
ninth congress of the Democratic Party of Ivory Coast 
(PDCI—which has been in power since independence) 
opened in Yamoussoukro, the country’s political capital, 
this morning, the national radio reported. Some 2,000 
PDCI delegates are attending this congress, which 
opened under the theme: “PDCI, in the face of present 
challenges: renewal and continuity.” The congress is 
expected to end on Friday, 5 October. 


The president of the Republic, Mr. Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny, is expected to be appointed as the candidate for 
a seventh term of office during the upcoming presiden- 
tial elections, the first round of which has been slated for 
28 October, observers note. 


Foreign pressmen were not invited to cover the deliber- 
ations of the congress. Representatives of the diplomatic 
corps were not invited to attend the opening ceremony, 
as wa’ the case in previous congresses of the party. PDCI 
authorities do not want the presence of foreign observers 
during this congress at which sharp exchanges are 
expected to take place between representatives of the 
“old guard” and the party “reformists,” according to 
informed sources. [passage omitted] 


Houphouet-Boigny Ope* “ongress 
ABO110161190 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT | Oct 90 


[Address by President Felix Houphouet-Poigny at the 
opening session of the Democratic Party of ivory Coast's 
ninth congress in Yamoussoukro on | October 1990— 
recorded] 


[Text] My dear brothers and sisters, and members of the 
Democratic Party of ivory Coast-African Democratic 
Rally [PDC!-RDA)]: I cannot find the exact words to 
express my immense and profound happiness to be with 
you here. But I will simply and wholeheartedly say: 
Thank You! [applause] A big thank you for your massive 
presence here in this hall—the Houphouet-Boigny Foun- 
dation for Peace—where our deliberations are taking 
place. [applause] I think I will not betray your innermost 
thoughts by asking you to have an affectionate thought in 
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memory of the very illustrious deceased—ti. se gallant 
pioneers who did not see the independence tree in 
blossom and their illustrious successors—who have been 
mercilessly carried away by death. I would like you all to 
stand up and observe a minute’s silence in their memo- 
ries. [pause] I thank you. 


Our ninth congress is being held under the banner of 
renewal in continuity. You will agree with me that the 
agenda of the present congress differs fundamentally 
from those of our previous congresses. You will not, 
therefore, be surprised that instead of reading to you this 
thick report, which I did not prepare, I will simply turn 
it over to the chairman of the congress so that he may 
submit it to the commission for consideration. 


I have no intention of dictating the actions that you 
should initiate to satisfy the immense aspirations of our 
people, of whom the PDCI-RDA is the expression. We 
want reforms, and recommendations for reform are 
being examined by the reflection club, a group of very 
diligent and intelligent young men who are devoted to 
studying the many recommendations submitted to them. 
On behalf of all of you, I would like to extend my warm 
congratulations to them. [applause] 


These refo1ms—lI would like to be very brief—-concern 
structural changes: structures to be added and improved; 
decentralization of the party leadership [applause], with 
an elected secretary general [applause], and if the 
upcoming elections are favorable to us, as we strongly 
hope they will [applause], the elected head of state will, 
in the exercise of his functions as president of the 
Republic, place himself above all political parties. 
[applause] 


Government by the majority will be carried out in 
respect for the minority. [applause] The government to 
be formed upon our electoral victory will also be reshuf- 
fled [applause]; in other words, it will, even though we 
will be under the presidential system, include a prime 
minister. [applause; crowd chants ‘‘Houphouet! 
Houphouet!”"] But—and this is important—activists at 
all levels should engage in a new way of talking 
[applause) in mutual understanding and reciprocal con- 
fidence [applause]. 


The Houphouet-Boigny Foundation for Peace and the 
Our Lady of Peace Basilica bear a great message for 
Ivorians, all Ivorians, whether native or of adoption, and 
all the Ivory Coast’s friends. It is a permanent message of 
peace, namely peace in mind and heart, peace in daily 
human relations, a peace that should strengthen the 
peaceful climate that enabled us over the past 30 years to 
achieve substantial progress in all sectors despite all the 
difficulties and errors. Error is typical of human beings. 
Indeed, we are justifiably and rightfully proud of this 
progress, whatever is said about it. [applause] Yes, I call 
on the Almighty to continue blessing the Ivory Coast, a 
country of peace, love, solidarity, and true fraternity. 
Since I will come back before you to take part in the 
debates, I would like to conclude my address by urging 
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all of you activists to try to give our ninth congress a 
resounding success that will seal the mouths of Ivory 
Coast’s enemies outside the country. [applause] I have 
said it, and before the congress, I make haste to repeat it: 
we do not have enemies inside our country. The presence 
of two people are necessary before talking of hatred. I 
repeat it: my heart is so full of love that there is not room 
for hatred. [applause] The Ivory Coast—lI say it very 
loudly—is not for sale. [applause] If there are unfortu- 
nate brothers who have heard this—and it is better that 
they hear it in Yamoussoukro, the cradle of our organi- 
zation—unfortunate brothers who are easily bought, let 
us take an oath to buy them back into our ranks as 
quickly as possible. [applause] 


It is with these short words—Chairman Alliali having 
already declared our ninth congress open—that I tell you 
that we will meet again for an open debate, and I count 
on all of you to give your best very frankly; an open 
debate out of which our PDCI-RDA will come out wiser 
and strengthened. [applause] Thank you very fraternally. 


President Says FPI Not Implicated in Plot 


AB2?209141890 Paris AFP in French 1351 GMT 
29 Sep 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 29 Sep (AFP)—The secretary general of 
the Ivorian Popular Front (FPI, opposition), Laurent 
Gbagbo, today asked President Houphouet-Boigny to 
“go to court if he has any proof” of the opposition’s 
involvement in an assassination plot against Pope John 
Paul II at the beginning of September in Yamoussoukro. 
Mr. Gbagbo, the leader of the opposition, believed that 
the Ivorian leader was trying to “sow a plotters complex” 
within the ranks of the opposition groups to “destabilize 
them” before the elections slated for 28 October. 


“If the head of state has any evidence of what he is 
saying, then he should go to court and lodge a complaint 
against the breach of state security, Mr. Gbagbo stated 
today at a news conference following President 
Houphouet-Boigny’s accusations against some leaders of 
the Ivorian opposition. 


President Houphouet-Boigny announced yesterday 
evening that certain opposition parties had recruited 
demobilized ex-soldiers and masterminded an assassina- 
tion plot against Pope John Paul II during his visit on 9 
and 10 September to Yamoussoukro to consecrate the Our 
Lady of Peace Basilica. “Owing to the fact ihat elections 
are approaching and that the head of state does not have 
the situation totally under control, he is inventing a plot 
today to sow terror in public opinion, to destabilize his 
opponents, and to give them a complex of conspirators,” 
Laurent Gbhagbo stated. “We will not succumb to that 
complex, and we will fight tooth and nail to save and 
guarantee the areas of freedom which we have won for this 
country through our struggle,” he added. 


He accused the head of state “of utilizing” since 1959 
“the conspiracy strategy to destabilize his opponents” 
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and did not exclude the possibility of arrests. ““With this 
man we have been accustomed to arrests for a long time. 
Anything can happen.” 


Last night Mr. Gbagbo strongly protested to the head of 
State to reject his accusations. President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny, who maintained that he did not 
speak without evidence, stated that the FPI was not 
implicated in the plot. 


Liberal Party Reacts 


AB3009140690 Paris AFP in French 1112 GMT 
29 Sep 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 29 Sep (AFP)}—The Liberal Party of Ivory 
Coast (PLCI, opposition), stated today that the Democratic 
Party of Ivory Coast (PDCI, ruling party) wanted “‘to cast 
discredit on the entire opposition” after the revelations 
made last night by its leader, President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny. “The president of the Republic should reveal at 
which party these accusations were aimed,” PLCI’s secre- 
tary general, Yadi Soumah, stated to AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE. Mr. Soumah described “as impossible” the exist- 
ence of a plot masterminded by the opposition parties to 
murder the pope and believed that these disclosures “were 
perhaps an act of intimidation since they came within a 
month of the presidential elections.” 


The Ivorian president stated yesterday, after setting the 
date for presidential elections at 28 October, that some 
unspecified opposition parties had masterminded the 
assassination of the pope during his visit to Yamous- 
soukro on 10 September. He also accused certain oppo- 
sition parties of recruiting ex-soldiers. 


Police Investigating 


ABO110173290 Paris AFP in French 2130 GMT 
30 Sep 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 30 Sep (AFP)}—Ivorian Government 
spokesman August Miremont today indicated that there 
is an “ongoing police investigation” into the attempt to 
assassinate the pope, which was revealed on Friday [28 
Sep] by President Felix Houphouet-Boigny. 


The government spokesman, who is also the minister of 
communication, told journalists that “if the president 
said that some parts of the opposition took part in this 
plot, it is because he has proof.” 


The spokesman reacted to criticisms by Ivorian Cardinal 
Bernard Yago following the revelation of this plot by 
saying: “One can understand why he (the cardinal) was 
surprised by the president's stand in revealing this plot that 
was hatched from outside the country, certainly with 
Ivorian actors.” The cardinal said he was “disheartened” 
by “the political use” of this plot by the head of state. 


“At all levels of this revelation, there are "’religious 
actors,“ and this affair has put "the Ivorian, the Roman, 
and even he Beninese clergy in an embarrassing situa- 
tion,** the spokesman explained. 
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According to Cardinal Yago, one of the members of this 
network confessed to the archbishop of Cotonou before 
seeking his protection. The cardinal then led this man to 
the Ivorian head of state’s residence “for protection.” 
President Felix Houphouet-Boigny said on Friday that 
some opposition parties, whom he did not specify, had 
“asked a team of assassins based in Ghana’”’ to “‘assassi- 
nate the pope.”’ One of the members of this network did 
not “accept the role given him in the assassination plot,” 
according to the president. “He is still at my residence 
today,” the head of state added on Friday. 


New AIDS Drug Introduced by Belgian Group 


ABO0110102290 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 28 Sep 90 p 3 


[Excerpt] Since the day it was discovered, AIDS has to this 
day defied mankind, scientists, and medicine, and yet noone 
wants to give up the battle so each day a few research results 
appear providing a method of treatment or a short-term 
remedy. It is in this vein that a Belgian group of researchers 
has experimented with a product, Immuno Vanda, which 
has the property of treating AIDS patients clinically. On 
Wednesday, 26 September, at the Hilton Hotel, Dr. Bernard 
Marichal presented this new medicine which, he said, is 
nontoxic and cheap. Less than 150,000 CFA francs is 
needed for a clinical cure, in other words, to improve the 
AIDS patient’s condition. “Immuno Vanda,” first, rein- 
forces the patient’s immune system and, through its anti- 
viral qualities, strives to destroy the virus. 


The drug has been experimented with for six years in 
Europe and is reported to have yielded good results 
there. In Africa, where it has been used only for three 
years, the observations are the same. The product will be 
marketed as soon as our country’s health authorities give 
the green light for its sale. 


The treatment must be continued over a period of nine 
months, until the desired results are achieved. The seropos- 
itive patient is expected to take one powdered capsule a day 
but if he is at the advanced stage of the illness then the dose 
should be one capsule in the morning and another at 
midday. Although this drug does not provide a biological 
cure, it is capable of providing a iittle relief and restoring the 
patient's smile, and it also reduces the effect of opportunist 
diseases. [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


Fighting Continues in Monrovia 1 October 


ABO0110193490 Paris AFP in English 1928 GMT 
I] Oct 90 


[By Bernard Nicolas] 


[Text] Monrovia, Oct | (AFP}—West African peace- 
keeping forces on Monday fired rockets at rebel posi- 
tions northeast of Monrovia’s city center, killing three 
unarmed residents and seriously wounding three others. 
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE reporters said the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebels suf- 
fered no casualties in the attack by Nigerian, Ghanaian 
and Sierra Leone soldiers from the peacekeeping force 
known as ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] guerrillas. 
ECOMOG, a group of more than 5,000 soldiers also 
comprising troops from Guinea and the Gambia, was 
sent to Monrovia on August 24 to impose a cease-fire in 
Liberia’s bloody nine-month civil war. 


Meanwhile, members of the late Samuel Doe’s Presidential 
Guard exchanged rifle fire with NPFL troops near the 
Executive Mansion in central Monrovia. Fighting in the 
sector erupted Sunday after eight days of cease-fire called 
by NPFL chief, Charles Taylor. No one appeared to be 
injured in the clashes near the mansion where soldiers and 
NPFL insurgents fraternized much of last week. 


Soldiers lobbed mortar shells for most of the day 
Monday in the area between the mansion and 15th 
Street, where several embassies and international orga- 
nizations are located. Rebels fired away in vain at an 
out-of-range unidentified single-engine reconnaissance 
airplane which overflew Monrovia and the surrounding 
regions early Monday. Some NPFL rebels said bombs 
were dropped from the plane, but journalists saw no 
evidence of expiosions. 


Informed sources in Abidjan in radio contact with col- 
leagues in the Liberian capital said machine-gun and 
artillery fire could be heard early Monday in northwest 
Monrovia, where dissident rebels led by Prince Johnson 
are said to be active. 


Mr. Johnson controls parts of central Monrovia and 
areas around the port to the north, where ECOMOG 
troops are based. About 10,000 people, most of them 
civilians, have died since the NPFL launched their 
rebellion against Mr. Doe last December. Mr. Doe was 
captured September 9 by Mr. Johnson’s rebels at the 
port, and died the next day from wounds after being 
tortured, according to reliable sources. 


Group Creating ‘Buffer’ Between Mansion, Johnson 


Ab0110211290 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 1! Oct 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In the Liberian capital of Monrovia, it seems that 
the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] peacekeeping force, ECOMOG, are determined 
to play a more assertive role. At the weekend, the rebel 
leader Prince Johnson threatened to flush out the rem- 
nants of the late President Doe’s forces from the Execu- 
tive Mansion following ECOMOG’s failure to evacuate 
them. He also threatened all-out war against his rival, 
Charles Taylor, who himself continues to express his 
opposition to the presence of ECOMOG in Monrovia. 
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Well, a short while ago, we were contacted by journalist 
Mark Huband in Monrovia. Elizabeth Ohene asked him 
what had been happening today: 


[Begin recording] [Huband] Early this morning, 
ECOWAS sent in several hundred of their troops and 
some of their armored vehicles with mounted guns and 
established gun emplacements and road checkpoints 
throughout the center of the city. The aim of this has 
been to (?establish) a buffer zone between the remaining 
soldiers of President Doe, who are in the Executive 
Mansion, and the rebel forces of Prince Johnson, who 
have their base on Bushrod Island to the northwest of the 
city but have been controlling the center of the city up 
until now. 


fOhene] Have the ECOMOG forces met with any resis- 
tance so far? 


{Huban] They have not met with any resistance from 
Prince Johnson's forces. What happened yesterday was 
that Prince Johnson gave ECOWAS seven days to take 
the Barclay Training Center where there are some of the 
remaining government troops and also to take the man- 
sion and to clear those areas of government troops. 
Johnson has given them until next Sunday to do that, 
and this is part of their strategy. For that reason, 
Johnson’s forces—although they have been present in 
the center of the city, there have not actually been any 
clashes between them and ECOMOG as ECOMOG has 
moved in. 


{[Ohene] And what about Charles Taylor’s forces—have 
they had any clashes with the ECOMOG forces? 


{[Huband] Yes, they have. They had one certain one and 
one possible one. Early this morning, ECOMOG launched 
an attack. This afternoon, ECOMOG launched an attack 
on Charles Taylor’s forces in Gardnersville, a suburb 
which is about five or six miles from the center of 
Monrovia. Also, there have been clashes on the eastern 
side of the city close to the mansion, which is where 
Charles Taylor's frontline is; and a lot of smoke and a lot 
of firing has been going on there this morning. I saw some 
firing coming from the mansion itself, believed to be 
against Prince Johnson, although it is one of those occa- 
sions where it is very unclear to work out who it is who is 
doing the shooting and also who they are shooting against, 
because these missiles never seem to land where one can be 
sure that they are aimed against a particular army. 


[Ohene] The ship that brought in the last contingent of 
ECOMOG forces was also supposed to be carrying a huge 
supply of rice for the citizens of Monrovia. Now have the 
forces been able to start the distribution of this food? 
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{Huband] There is really no evidence whatsoever of 
more rice being available on the street. The situation 
facing the people of Monrovia remains appalling. The 
River Oli, the Nigerian ship which brought 482 Gha- 
naian reiforcement to the ECOMOG force which arrived 
on Thursday of last week [27 September] was carrying 
(?150) tons of rice. But that rice really does not seem to 
have filtered down to the population at all. Whether it is 
being used for the troops or not remains uncertain, but it 
certainly does not seem to have reached the people. 


{Ohene] What about the ECOMOG forces? You know, 
there is supposed to be the field commander, the Nige- 
rian, Joshua Dogonyaro, and the Ghanaian, Arnold 
Quainoo. How are they operating? Is it the field com- 
mander that is in charge, or who is in charge? 


{[Huband] On the ground, General Dogonyaro, the Nige- 
rian general, is in charge and he has been meeting with 
the people on ihe ground. He has been meeting with 
Prince Johnson and the general has not actually been 
seen in the last few days, although he is certainly here. 
General Quainoo is not in Liberia at the moment. His 
role as overall commander is believed to be taking on a 
more political nature at the moment. Gen. Dogonyaro is 
obviously in the position where he has pressure from 
several sides. One of the problems has been, ever 
present, was whether or not Johnson’s forces should be 
allowed into the port while the ECOMOG forces were 
there where they had established their headquarters. And 
I think that the uncertainty surrounding where the 
ECOMOG area is, is something which General Dogon- 
yaro is very keen to sort out, and they have actually 
moved the headquarters away from the quayside of the 
port to another location; and what it seems is this is part 
of the same strategy of ECOMOG trying to establish 
itself in a stronger position as far as all sides in the 
conflict are concerned. [end recording] 


Chairman Jawara Hails ECOMOG Efforts 


ABO0110123690 Dakar PANA in English 
1141 GMT 1 Oct 90 


[Text] Dakar | Oct. (PANA}—The ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States] Ceasefire Monitoring 
Group (ECOMOG), has done well in undertaking work in 
Liberia despite the intransigence of rebel leader Charles 
Taylor, the chairman of ECOWAS, President Dawda 
Jawara of the Gambia, said in New York over the weekend. 


He mentioned the provision of health care, food relief 
and the evacuation of thousands of civilians whose lives 
were threatened as some of the achievements of the 
ECOMOG force. 


A Radio Gambia report Monday said the ECOWAS 
chairman made this observation to a 10-man Liberian 
delegation which called on him when he was in New 
York to attend the World Summit on Children. 
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According to the report, the delegation called on the presi- 
dent to pay tribute to him for the leadership role he had 
taken in seeking a solution to the Liberian conflict. But the 
report gave no information on the identity of the delegation. 
Mention was also made of an unnamed US-based church 
group which called on Jawara to seek ECOWAS support in 
getting relief assistance into Liberia. 


Another weekend meeting in New York at which the 
Gambian leader, assisted by his foreign minister, Mr. 
Omar Sey, discussed the Liberian situation was with 
Nigerian Vice President Augustu Aikhomou. No details 
on the outcome of the meeting were given. 


Interim Government Leader Sawyer Makes Appeal 


ABO110161090 Paris AFP in English 1325 GMT 
1 Oct 90 


[Text] Freetown, Oct | (AFP)}—Leaders of Liberia’s interim 
government have called on rebel groups and government 
soldiers to stop fighting and respect a ceasefire to end the 
West African country’s nine-month civil war. 


Amos Sawyer, a former political science professor 
chosen by Liberian politicians in August to lead the 
interim government, told journalists late Sunday that 
every breach of the ceasefire delayed the government's 
return home. 


Charles Taylor, rebel leader of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (NPFL), announced a ceasefire on 
September 22 with a dissident guerrilla faction led by 
Prince Johnson and with remnants of the late Samuel 
Doe’s presidential guard. 


But fighting broke out at the weekend between NPFL 
troops and government soldiers. Sources in Abidjan, in 
radio contact with colleagues in the Liberian capital, said 
machine-gun and artillery fire could be heard early 
Monday in northwest Monrovia, where Mr. Johnson's 
forces are said to be active. 


At his first news conference, Mr. Sawyer called on the 
warring factions to cooperate with a West African peace- 
keeping force, known as ECOMOG [Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group], which was sent to Liberia in August by the 
Economic Community of West African States 


Mr. Sawyer admitted that the interim government 
remains “a faceless administration...because of the deli- 
cate negotiations we are involved in” to convince Mr. 
Taylor to join them. He said the composition of the 
government wouid be disclosed once it is installed in 
Monrovia. Mr. Taylor, who has deciared himself presi- 
dent of Liberia and has called for elections on October 
10, has dismissed the interim government as an 
“imported” regime brought in by the West African 
peacekeeping force. 
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In Ouagadougou, the Association of Burkina Journalists 
also called at the weekend for the withdrawal of the 
peacekeeping force from Liberia so that the warring 
parties could start negotiations. The association’s state- 
ment was signed by its president, Luc Adolphe Tiao, who 
is also secretary-general of Burkina Faso’s Ministry of 
Information and Culture. Burkina Faso is opposed to the 
peace-keeping force. 


On Mr. Taylor’s rule, Mr. Sawyer said: “It is one thing to 
claim to have armed control over a population and 
another thing to be tested through the democratic pro- 
cess. If Mr. Taylor wants to continue to run Liberia 
under armed control, what is the difference between him 
and President Doe?” he asked. 


Mr. Doe was captured September 9 by Mr. Johnson's 
rebels at the peacekeeping force headquarters in Mon- 
rovia, and died the next day from wounds after being 
tortured, according to reliable sources. 


Mr. Sawyer added: “We don’t want a Liberia that will be 
governed by decree and we look at ECOMOG as a local 
policing body and a defence force. We intend to uphold 
the constitution and stay in office for only a year in 
preparation for elections on October 1991.” 


The interim government has offered the NPFL chief the 
post of speaker of the national legislative assembly, the 
highest position from which anyone can run in the elections. 


Mr. Sawyer said his government wanted “‘a sub-regional 
solution to the Liberian conflict.” This was an apparent 
reference to the ECOMOG peacekeeping force, which 
comprises more than 5,000 troops from Nigeria, Ghana, 
The Gambia, Guinea and Sierra Leone. 


He disclosed that interim government representatives 
were already in Monrovia working with the peace- 
keeping force, and added that other members would 
soon arrive in Monrovia to revive essential services. Mr. 
Sawyer said his interim government was installed in 
Freetown to order to maintain close contact with relief 
agencies trying to supply food and medical care to 
80,000 Liberians trapped in Monrovia. 


ECOMOG Seeks Aid, Launches Peace Campaign 


AB0110104690 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 30 Sep 90 


[Text] The commanding officer of the Nigerian battalion 
stationed in New Kru Town of Monrovia, Lieutenant 
Colonel Gabriel Otunla, has urged the international 
community to come to the aid of the Liberian people, 
pointing out that the food situation has become pathetic 
and that the people are dying daily of hunger. He said 
that the food situation had become very pathetic, 
pointing out that the people were in dire need of food, 
medical care, and relief materials so as to increase the 
confidence they already had in ECOMOG [Economic 
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Community of West African States, ECOWAS, Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] and the peace moves. 


Reports say the ECOWAS peacekeeping force in Liberia 
has intensified its campaign for peace. It has also 
embarked on an orientation against violence among 
warring factions and the Liberian (?people). As part of 
the new strategies in trying to achieve the its peace 
objectives several posters, urging the Liberian people to 
give peace a chance and support ECOWAS moves have 
been circulating. One of such posters emphasized that 
Liberia was greater than anyone and should, therefore, 
not be sacrificed for personal interests and urged every 
Liberian to ensure that his or her name was not linked 
with evil in the Liberian history. 


ECOMOG chief information officer, Nigeria’s Major 
Chris Okulana, said about 50,000 copies of posters were 
printed and that about 5,000 had been distributed. He 
said the aim was to rekindle in the people a spirit of 
peace, reconciliation, and forgiveness. The poster, he 
said, would be sent to the Presidential Mansion, still 
occupied by soldiers loyal to late President Samuel Doe, 
the Johnson, and the Taylor-held areas. He said that the 
posters had been effective and had contributed to the 
currert efforts to end hostilities among the factions, 
adding that the ECOMOG would distribute others by 
dropping them all over Liberia with the aid of aircrafts. 


ECOMOG on ‘Major Offensive’ Against Rebels 


ABO0210112090 Paris AFP in English 1115 GMT 
2 Oci 90 


[Text] Monrovia, Oct 2 (AFP)}—West African peace- 
keeping forces launched a major offensive overnight 
Monday [! Oct] and early Tuesday against rebel positions 
in central Monrovia, driving them back from the presi- 
dential palace. 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE journalists on the scene said 
the neacckeeping force, known as ECOMOG [Economic 
Conimunity of West African States Military Operations 
Group], forced the rebels of Charles Taylor’s National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) to retreat several hun- 
dred meters (yards). Troops of the peacekeeping force also 
managed to break through the front line of the rebels at 
Gardnersville to the north, which had been well defended 
by the NPFL as late as Monday evening. 


The ECOMOG offensive was confirmed in Lagos by 
sources close to the Nigerian Government, who said it 
had been planned by Nigerian generals leading the 
peacekeeping forces. 


In central Monrovia Tuesday, the NPFL rebels had 
evacuated City Hall, the university and Pan African 
Plaza, an eight-storey building dominating the area 
around the presidential palace. 


The AFP journalists were told by the NPFL that the 
ECOMOG troops were guided across the swamps at 
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Gardnersville by a splinter rebel group led by Prince 
Johnson, and had used flares in the darkness. 


The rebels said the peacekeeping force drove forward at 
least six kilometers (four miles) at Gardnersville, threat- 
ening to surround the NPFL forces which two weeks ago 
had controlled more than half [of] Monrovia. 


The AFP journalists reported that several hundred civil- 
ians were fleeing the centre of Monrovia and the 
northern suburbs Tuesday. The two areas had been quiet 
all of last week. 


The peacekeeping force, comprising over 5,000 soldiers 
from Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Guinea and The Gam- 
bia, were using heavy artillery in their offensive Tuesday. 


Nigeria 


Babangida: Ties ‘Could’ be Restored With Israel 


ABO110094090 Paris AFP in English 1416 GMT 
30 Sep 90 


[Text] Lagos, Sept 30 (AFP)—Nigeria and Israel could 
restore the dip!omatic links which Nigeria broke off in 
1973, Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangida said in an 
interview quoted by the official SUNDAY TIMES news- 
paper here Sunday [30 Sep]. 


It quoted General Babangida as te'ling the magazine 
WEST AFRICA that the restoration of diplomatic links 
with Israel was “‘a matter of time” and that “it would not 
be wrong to do so.” The interview is to appear in the 
Monday issue of WEST AFRICA, a magazine published 
in London by DAILY TIMES of Nigeria. 


The SUNDAY TIMES quoied the president as saying 
that Nigeria had good rclations with Israel and that “‘we 
have established a basis of communication between us.” 


The general has said before, notably last year, that the 
restoration of relations bet veen the two countries was 
just a matter of time. Israel and Nigeria have active trade 
relations. Some Israeli companies have won public 
sector contracts, notably in construction. 


Nigeria broke off diplomatic links with Israel in 1973 in 
accordance with a resolution of the Organisation of 
African Unity following Israel's occupation of Egyptian 
territory during the 1973 Middle East war. Since then, 
many African countries have restored their diplomatic 
ties with Israel. 


Minister Asks African Seat on Security Council 


ABO0110194890 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 30 Sep 90 


[Text] Nigeria has called on the United Nations to give 
Africa a permanent seat in the Security Council. The 
minister of external affairs, retired Major General Ike 
Nwachukwu, made the request in New York during a 
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news briefing. He said this would give full expression to 
the universality of the organization. The minister 
appealed to both black and white American businessmen 
to invest in Nigeria. 


Commenting on the newly constructed permanent mis- 
sion of Nigeria in New York, Maj. Gen. Nwachukwu 
said the building would now cost about $30 million due 
to the rising cost of building materials. The minister 
however maintained that it was economical for Nigeria 
to own buildings in foreign missions. 


BBC Interviews Escaped April Coup Plotter 


ABO0110183690 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 28 Sep 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The shooting by firing squad of another group of 
Nigerians earlier this month brings to 69 the number 
executed for their alleged involvement in the failed coup 
in April. Some, however, got away, and this week we 
were visited by Lieutenant Colonel Tony Niam, who 
claimed to be one of the plotters who had escaped. 


There had been tension in the Nigerian Army since Jan- 
uary on the resignation from the Armed Forces Ruling 
Council of General Domkat Bali. But in April, it came to 
the surface with an attempt by a group of soldiers and 
civilians to overthrow the regime of President Ibrahim 
Babangida. They briefly seized the radio station and 
broadcast an appeal to the people of the middle belt and 
the south to rise up against what they described as a 
northern domination. But the coup was soon crushed. Lt. 
Niam claims to have been personally involved, and Julien 
Marshal asked him how he came to be so: 


[Begin recording] [Niam] After the removal of General 
Bali from office, one was left with what I would call two 
options: the option of continuing being as part of a 
killing machine of Babangida’s mafioso government 
with him as the godfather. I elected to be a godbrother of 
a crop of young officers and civilians who wanted 
Nigeria to lead Africa to join the global move towards 
democracy. 


[Marshal] So what did you personally do on the day of 
the coup”? What was your involvement? 


{[Niain] I think it is more appropriate to say I was 
involved as the godfather of an April True Democracy 
Movement. On the day of the coup, it has been said that 
I led the attack to (?7Dodan) Barracks and the radio 
station. That allegation or point I will like to leave for 
later; but it is important to say for the moment that on 
the day in question, as a soldier, I fulfilled what is due 
my peonle. 


[Marshal] So vou were actively involved? 
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{[Niam] My answer is that my action, as always, is action 
in fulfillment of the Nigerian aspirations, and it has 
never changed. 


[Marshal] Now, on the face of it, the coup seemed to be 
doomed to failure. To begin with, it did not seem to have 
been very carefully thought out and also the initial 
broadcast made it so regionally based with its attacks on 
northerners. So it did not realistically stand a chance of 
getting off the ground. 


[Niam] On the point of northerners, I have said it over 
and over; even Major Orka, who made the announce- 
ment, was a northerner. Professor Bala Usman, who is 
currently saying that Babangida intends to transform 
himself from a general president to Alhaji president, 
come 1992, is a northerner. He is a Hausa. So there was 
nothing against northerners or any regional base. 


[Marshal] But the coup announcements spoke against [as 
heard] people rising up against northern domination. 


[Niam] No, check back the statement. What the coup 
said and what the coup tried to elicit is the clique of 
corrupt drug addicts. In fact, it is the same group that 
banned American wheat and on the other hand smuggled 
wheat through our borders to make money. 


[Marshal] Whatever your motives in carrying out what 
you care to describe as a coup attempt, a mass uprising, 
or whatever, is it not true that it ran the risk of actually 
upsetting the moves toward democracy in Nigeria? 
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[Niam] First of ali, do you believe in illusion or you 
believe in reality? I think if you want us to continue the 
logic of illusion, then it will upset that illusion, but really 
we have not upset reality. In fact, as | am talking with 
you now, Babangida is still deceiving the people. Democ- 
racy as we know it does not require government inter- 
ference in its machinery and the process of who becomes 
who. To that extent, we find that we will not accept 
illusion and deception. We wanted to ensure that these 
moves were genuine. 


[Marshal] Following the coup attempt, a large number of 
people were executed. The government also mounted 
some fairly extensive searches for people such as your- 
self. How did you get away? 


{[Niam] To answer your direct question, I think you are 
not expecting me to write a script for a movie. When the 
time comes, I will address that question. 


[Marshal] But you must have had some fairly influential 
friends to be able to get away? 


{[Niam] Indeed, in fact, Nigerians who are very helpful, 
most of them I never knew, helped me out of the country. 


[Marshal] And now, are you intending to seek political 
asylum in Britain? 


[Niam] I would only say that at the moment, I am 
enjoying the protection of a country that traditionally 
protects those who seek for freedom and democracy. 


[Niam] Do you fear for your life then? 


[Marshal] Fear for life? As you mean, no. No one ever 
dies. The body only dies. [end recording] 
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